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 Meeting Record 

To:  Bob Snoddy and Becky Napier 

From: Stephanie Grigsby 

Date: April 6, 2009 

Project Name: Eastern Sierra Corridor Enhancement 
Plan 

Project #: 4424 

Subject: Ridgecrest Public Workshop 

Meeting Date:   April 2, 2009 

Start/End:  6:00 PM / 8:30 PM 

Location:  Kerr McGee Center 

Copy To:  
 

 

 

 
Following are the minutes of the above referenced meeting.  The following people were present: 
CAROL PORTER 
CRAIG PORTER 
JAMES MCREA 
JERRY TAYLOR 
DIANA MOON 
RUTH COOPER 
JASON PATIN 
MATTHEW ALEXANDER 
RON CARTER 
MIYA EDMONSON, CALTRANS 

FOREST BECKET, CALTRANS 
BOB SNODDY, KERN COG 
BECKY NAPIER, KERN COG 
KASTLE LUND, CURES 
MARY CANADA, SBC 
LESLIE SUEN, LSC 
COLEEN SHADE, DESIGN WORKSHOP 
MICAH LANGDON, DESIGN WORKSHOP 
STEPHANIE GRIGSBY, DESIGN WORKSHOP 
STEVE NOLL, DESIGN WORKSHOP 

 
Items in bold print indicate what action is required, who will perform the action and the deadline 
to complete action.   
 
1. Coleen Shade (CS) welcomed the participants, asked for introductions of the project team, 

project proponents and participants. She presented the overall workshop agenda and goals.  
2. Steve Noll (SN) presented a PowerPoint which summarized the purpose of the Corridor Plan, 

previous visioning elements, existing transportation conditions, resource mapping, corridor 
components and opportunities. 

Design Workshop, Inc. 
Landscape Architecture 
Land Planning 
Urban Design 
Strategic Services 
 

Meeting Telephone Conference Call
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3. Questions during the presentation included the following: 
a. Clarification of project boundary. Interested in transportation conditions from Bakersfield 

to Ridgecrest. 

 Response: Project includes US 395 from Johannesburg to Topaz and SR 14 from 
Rosamond to US 395 interchange at Inyokern. 

4. The participants divided into two working groups and conducted discussions using the 
comment cards as discussion generators. After the group worked through the questions one 
person from each group presented a summary of the discussion to the overall group. 
a. Group One Summary – See Map 1 for map specific comments 

 Great things about the area include the following: 
() Recreation opportunities: motorcycles are a large recreation driver 
() BRAC will be bringing 1500 employees to the area. There are 6000 now. This 

will be a significant increase. 
() There are major solar developments being discussed in the valley. 
() It is a highly educated community. There are more degrees per capita than most 

places. 
() Art, music, and theatre are important community elements. They are not just a 

”cowboy-minded” community. 
() There is a good booster club. 
() The well-educated characteristic is evidenced by the fact that there are four (4) 

NPR stations. 
() The area has moderate to high income levels. 
() It is a caring community. People take care of each other. We eat, work, and play 

together. 
() The quality of life is a “10”. The drawback is limited shopping. 
() The area doesn’t have a “high-society” style. 
() You need to enjoy the outdoors to enjoy the area. 
() Isolation from the highway can be a good thing. Because the highway goes to the 

side of town, it keeps heavy traffic and freight movement away from downtown. 
() The perception of the connection to the overall corridor is good. It lets the 

community access larger shopping opportunities.  
() The town isn’t too old or set in their ways. There is a willingness to change and 

adapt. 

 Community Boundaries 
() The community is viewed as being all of Indian Wells Valley. Not just the 

developed areas.  
() Bowman Road could be a location for a gateway development and road 

improvements would allow it to be an entry into town. This would allow for 
aesthetic improvements since business US 395 is bounded by China Lake which 
restricts opportunities. 

() The community is connected to the rest of the corridor because people come to 
shop or pursue educational opportunities here. The Cero Coso Community 
College is based in Ridgecrest with satellite campuses along the corridor. 
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() The connection to the corridor as a whole could be made by referring to “Indian 
Wells Valley” and not just Ridgecrest. 

 It was noted that the item discussed during the 2004 Caltrans meeting regarding the 
California City intersection has been resolved. There is an interchange there now. 

 Roadside Facilities 
() Johannesburg needs a rest area 
() Forest Becket (FB) provided a summary of Caltrans current position regarding 

rest areas. The agency is not creating new ones and would like to close some 
existing facilities. Maintenance is an issue along with duplicating services that 
might be available in near-by communities. There could be an opportunity for a 
town to partner with the agency to provide services within the town. 

() There doesn’t seem to be too many places to pull off and take pictures, etc. The 
team noted that there could be a pull-off for Little Lake. 

() Signage could be provided for Robber’s Roost and at elk viewing locations.  
() The Eastern Sierra Byway sign currently located at Little Lake could be moved to 

just after the Rand Mining District. The District might not appreciate an Eastern 
Sierra sign. The sign on SR 14 could be at Searle Station.  

() The group felt like they were a part of the Eastern Sierra and should be included. 
() A rest stop that highlights military history and World War II at Trona. 

 Traffic-calming Devices 
() Consensus for no speed bumps or lumps 
() Neck downs or bulb outs are typically enough to narrow the road and slow people 

down. 
() The HAWK signal isn’t attractive. It looks depressing and is visual clutter. 
() Ridgecrest is a big walking community. 
() There should be bike path improvements.  

 Ranking of Main Street Issues 
() Community Character was top issue 
() Pedestrian Connectivity, Comfort and Security, Signage, and Scenic Resources 

were tied for second. 

 Issues 
() Community Character Improvements 

() Mixed-use development was a recommended opportunity 
() Signage 

() Identify points of interest 
() Identify community entry 
() Don’t overdo the signage. Don’t bring too many people to the area. 

() Scenic Resources 
() Identify them a little more clearly. 
() Identify the names of the vistas. (The ones on the west, for example.) 

() Comfort and Security  
() We have it now, need to keep it. 
() Pedestrian Connectivity 
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() Improve crossings 
() Provide walkways for little old ladies 
() When new shopping centers are built make pedestrian facilities better than 

the typical large box commercial parking lot. 
b. Group Two Summary – See Map 2 for map specific comments 

 Great things about the area include the following: 
() From a branding perspective or corridor story: 

() Signs can be consistent 
() Views/vistas 
() Rest areas 
() Museums 
() Recreation opportunities 

() Have the highest number of PhD’s in a small area. It attracts engineers and good 
jobs. Work gets them here and the rural atmosphere keeps them here. 

() Garlock shortcut is used by locals. It is not a particularly safe route. 
() Redrock Canyon is a highlight 
() Pacific Crest Trail 
() Rocket Test Site in Garlock. Amateurs come from all over the world. 
() Small town 
() Clean air 

 Issues 
() Truck traffic comes through town using SR 178 
() We have traffic coming through our town from all directions 
() At the China Lake Blvd and US 395 intersection you cannot see the town. You 

have no idea where the town is. 
() Travelers northbound on US 395 are far from Ridgecrest and there needs to be a 

way to draw them back in 
() Ridgecrest is too far off the main highway 
() There are dry campgrounds for OHVs south of town. 
() The road from Ridgecrest to San Bernadino is of great concern because of the 

connectivity 

 Community Boundaries 
() We see ourselves as an Eastern Sierra Community and are proud of it 
() We are a regional shopping area 
() The opportunities are huge to create and improve our gateways 
() The community is interested in the corridor as a whole – including safety and 

travel  
() There is a future connection opportunity to town via Bowman Road 

 Roadside Facilities 
() It is hard to locate rest stops in the valley. Need to go north to take advantage of 

the views. 
() Bike trail along SR 178 stays within town limits. Would like to expand out 

through the county. 
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() Need to keep the rest stops open that we have. 
() Signage opportunities: 

() Lava flow is a unique geologic feature 
() Fossil Falls is an Native American petroglyph 
() Historical figures include LeBec (cement) and Frasier Park in Bakersfield 
() Can note cemeteries along the corridor 
() Manzanar is a good resource 

 Traffic-calming Opportunities 
() Walmart could have roundabouts 
() Stripe cross-walks at controlled intersections only 
() Speed bars are good visual cues to slow down 
() Pace Car is intriguing 
() Cars park in bike lanes. (Not Class I bike paths) 
() Street trees and planted medians using xeriscape material could be used as you 

come into town 

 Top Five Group Issues 
() Scenic Resources was a common group issue. Other issues were equally noted as 

being important as described below 
() Craig’s issues 

() Pedestrian connectivity including trails and parkways 
() Community character 
() Signage (billboards are in your face) 
() Scenic resources need to be preserved 
() Bike access needs to be accommodated for touring cyclists. The volume of 

traffic on US 395 reduces the quality of the touring experience. 
() Jerry’s Issues 

() Speed 
() Congestion (level of service on a 2-lane road) 
() Scenic resources including cultural and vistas 
() Clutter should be prevented 
() Provide adequate parking 

5. CS thanked everyone for coming and for their thoughts and participation. She asked for 
attendees to take extra comment forms to give to others who they felt might want to 
participate and add their input. She also directed participants to visit the project website at 
www.kerncog.org/easternsierra to add comments and view the meeting record and draft 
document. 

 
 

END OF NOTES 
 
The record herein is considered to be an accurate depiction of the discussion and/or decisions made during the 
meeting unless written clarification is received by Design Workshop within five (5) working days upon receipt of 
this meeting record. 
 






