
Regional Housing Needs Assessment - Executive Summary 
 
Government Code Section 65584 requires the Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) to provide its determination of the region’s projected housing needs to the 
Kern Council of Governments (Kern COG).  It is Kern COG’s responsibility to allocate the 
projected needs for the unincorporated County of Kern and to each of the 11 incorporated cities. 
 
This document examines the status of housing in Kern County and proposes a housing allocation 
based upon market forces consistent with Kern COG traffic and air pollution analysis databases 
for Kern County. 
 
The total state housing allocation to Kern County is 41,640 housing units for the period 
January 1, 2006 to June 30, 2013.  This housing needs assessment proposes the following 
allocation. 
 

Allocation of New Housing Units Needed January 2006 through June 30, 2013 
 

    Income Classification 

COUNTY/CITY 
Total Very Low Low Moderate Above 

Moderate 
Arvin                    532             129            88                97                 218 
Bakersfield               27,252          6,626      4,500           4,960             11,166 
California City                    407               99            67                74                 167 
Delano                 1,817             442          300              331                 744 
Maricopa              16 4 3 3 6
McFarland                    775             188          128              141                 318 
Ridgecrest                    379               92            63                69                 155 
Shafter                    502             122            83                91                 206 
Taft                      62               16            10                11                   25 
Tehachapi                    454             110            75                83                 186 
Wasco                    858             208          142              156                 352 
Unincorporated                 8,586          2,088       1,416            1,563              3,519
County Total               41,640         10,124       6,875            7,579             17,062 
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