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Kern’s population growth explodes
over last decade, Census data shows
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Kern County and its 11 cities accommodated more
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growth over the last decade than all but two other
California counties, according to the first detailed
numbers from the 2010 Census about the state.

Maricopa residents
set local priorities in
visioning session.

Kern County’s population increased from 661, 645
residents in 2000 to 839,631 in 2010, up 177,986 or
nearly 27 percent. Kern was the third-fastest growing
county in California on a percentage basis, and moved
up to the 11th most populated county in California in
2010, from 14th place in 2000. Kern ranks above
Ventura County (No. 12), but below Fresno County
(No. 10).
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The City of Bakersfield gained more than 100,000
residents during the decade, an increase of more than
40 percent. Bakersfield had a population of 347,483 in
2010 and was ranked as the ninth most populated city
in the state, up five places from 14th largest city in
2000. Bakersfield’s numeric increase was the largest in
the state, even ahead of Los Angeles, which added
97,879 residents during the same period.
The chart below describes the population increases in
the incorporated cities within Kern County:
Please see Growth, page 6

Total Population
April 1, 2000 (2)
12,956
246,889
8,385
39,489
9,837
1,111
24,927
12,736
8,811
11,125
21,263

April 1, 2010
19,304
347,483
14,120
53,041
12,707
1,154
27,616
16,988
9,327
14,414
25,545

Change, 2000-2010
Number
Percent
6,348
49.0
100,594
40.7
5,735
68.4
13,552
34.3
2,870
29.2
43
3.9
2,689
10.8
4,252
33.4
516
5.9
3,289
29.6
4,282
20.1

California infrastructure crumbling under
heavier traffic and shrinking revenues
The growing difference between the miles California
vehicles are traveling versus the amount of fuel tax
collected over the last decade is causing transportation infrastructure to crumble at an accelerating rate,
according to figures released by the California State
Board of Equalization.

Those figures show that the increase in fuel economy
in the overall vehicle fleet has resulted in less fuel
sold in California from 2001 through 2009. Fuel is
taxed on a per unit basis, rather than a percentage of
the price. Neither the federal or state fuel tax rate has
increased in more than 15 years.
Please see Infrastructure, page 6
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Kern COG hosts Census data workshop
N

early 40 people from Kern, San Luis
Obispo and Tulare counties converged on
Kern COG March 18 to learn how best to
access and use recently released 2010 U.S.
Census data containing detailed age,
gender, race and ethnicity information
commonly used to reapportion voting
districts.
Census Bureau Information Specialist Jerry
Wong led the discussion regarding two
new data releases.
Wong addressed the PL 94-171 file, also
known as the redistricting file, which gives
detailed population-based information
used to reapportion voting districts for
congressional representation, among other
uses. The file contains only population

information, which does not include
political party membership or any other
socio-economic information.
Wong also covered the American
Community Survey (ACS), which
continuously measures socio-economic
characteristics in the nation instead of
relying on a once-every-ten-year
“snapshot” of the population that
occurred in the prior census. Although
the data obtained from the ACS is not
as accurate as a single-year enumeration, the flexibility and timeliness of the
information makes the data more
valuable to users. Wong offered tips and
techniques to maximize the ACS data’s
value. 

Census Bureau Information Specialist Jerry Wong led the
discussion at Kern COG's recent Census workshop regarding
two new data releases.

Maricopa residents set local priorities in visioning session
Kern COG joined approximately 40 Maricopa
officials and residents March 10 for a town-hall style
workshop to help map out a short-range vision for
the city and to prioritize improvements for local
issues and services in the months ahead.

Maricopa officials will report back to the community at another town hall
meeting in May. The city will use the information to begin developing work
groups to address the issues in hopes of helping Maricopa to thrive.

Rallying around tables in groups of six or seven,
long-time and new residents alike began by pointing
out what they liked most about their community,
including such amenities as: small-town atmosphere;
small classroom sizes; a good police department; and
improved transit service.
From there, the six groups began tackling the
concerns that bother them most, ranging from a
lack of health care to a dearth of economic or retail
opportunities. The issues citizens were the most
concerned about and needed to be addressed were: a
lack of health services; business retention and the
economy; lack of recreation activities for youth; safe
routes to school; and lax code enforcement.
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Kern COG Executive Director Ron Brummett, center, and Planner II Troy Hightower, left,
record the concerns of Maricopa residents during a town-hall workshop and visioning process
March 10.

Kern COG celebrates 2010 Regional
Award of Merit honorees in March
Nearly 200 well-wishers gathered at the
Petroleum Club in Bakersfield on March
18 to celebrate 19 individuals, organizations and programs for making major
contributions to this area’s quality of life
through innovative, cooperative efforts
during Kern COG’s 19th annual Regional
Awards of Merit Program.
Regional Awards of Merit recipients, as
decided by a Kern COG Board subcommittee, were divided among nine broad
categories and included:
Community Involvement:
• Kern County Department of Child
Support Services’ “It Happened 2 Me”
program for educating teenagers and
unwed adults about establishing
paternity.
• Shafter Mennonite Brethren Church’s
5th Quarter Program for providing
positive alternative activities for youth
on Friday nights.
• Wasco Sherriff’s Activities League
Program for instilling the values of
integrity, respect, and fairness in
children to help enhance the quality of
life in the community.
• Community Action Partnership of
Kern’s Food Bank—Resource Fairs for
promoting healthy lifestyles.
• Shafter Police Department’s Police
Athletic League for providing positive
mentoring and role models for the
community’s children.
Local Government:
• City of Tehachapi & the Friends of
Tehachapi Depot for their work to
enhance their community and restore
the Tehachapi Depot.
• Kern County Department of Child
Support Services’ “Ready-Set Back to
School, Supporting Our Kids, Health
and Wellness Fair” for providing

awareness to the importance of
supporting children throughout their
lives, especially in health, wellness and
education.
• Kern County Water Agency for the
development of the Treated Water
Capacity Expansion Project which
expands the delivery capacity of the
Henry C. Garnett Water Purification
Plant serving the metropolitan
Bakersfield area.
• City of Ridgecrest for the Ridgecrest
General Plan 2030.
Ken Volpe: Environmental Resources:
• The City of Taft for its sustainable
program, “Vision for the Future”.
Transportation:
• American Society of Civil Engineers
Kern County Infrastructure Report Card
Committee for educating government
officials and the community regarding
the status of our local infrastructure.
Journalism:
• Editor of the Midway Driller, Doug
Keeler, for his leadership in promoting
endeavors designed to improve the
community.
Darrel Hildebrand: Distinguished
Leadership – Public Group or
Individual:
• Robert Boland of Alta One Federal
Credit Union for more than 30 years of
dedicated service to the well-being
of the Kern region and the financial
security of its citizens.
• Charlie Beard of General Production
Services for his contributions and efforts
to the Oilworker Monument in Taft.
Richard A. Maxwell: Public Safety:
• Lieutenant Joe Mullins for his
Bakersfield Safe Streets Partnership,

State Senator Jean Fuller (right) honors Kern COG's 2010
Lifetime Achievement Regional Award of Merit recipients on
March 3, including, from left: Mojave's Cathy Hansen;
Patricia Farris of Ridgecrest; and former Bakersfield City
Councilmember Irma Carson.

which reduces the number of gangrelated shootings on our streets.
Lifetime Achievement —
Elected Official:
• Bakersfield City Councilmember Irma
Carson for her dedication to public
service and the community.
Lifetime Achievement —
Private Citizen:
• Cathy Hansen of the Mojave
Transportation Foundation for her
commitment to Mojave’s rich
transportation heritage.
• Patricia Farris of the Ridgecrest News
Review for her commitment and
willingness to meet the concerns and
needs of her community.
Chairman’s Award of Regional
Cooperation:
• Kern COG Executive Director Ron
Brummett was honored in a surprise
announcement for his 30 years of
service to the agency.
Kern COG celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2010, and this is the 19th year the
agency has recognized those programs
and people in our region whose ideas and
hard work have made life in Kern County
better for us all.
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New truck study focuses
on Kern’s rural routes

General findings by route include:
State Route 223
Vehicle volumes are about 4,600/day
About 30% of all vehicles are trucks
Lamont, Edison, and Arvin generate many of the truck trips
SR-223 is viewed as the way to go to avoid SR-99, particularly at its junction
with SR-58 just south of Bakersfield, particularly at rush hour
State Route 166
Vehicle volumes are about 3,230/day
About 26% of all vehicles are truck
Most van trucks were for Wal-mart/Sam’s Club
SR-166 is considered by truckers as a good route to the coast

The last in a series of three studies that Kern COG commissioned
to examine how truck freight flows through the Kern region focused
on the origins and designations of big rigs hauling freight on rural
highways 223, 166, 119, 46, and 65.
The first two studies focused on the main routes through Kern
County: State Routes 58 and 99 as well as Interstate 5.
The studies are intended to help Kern COG gain statistical information on truck origins and destinations, as well as to better understand: the types of cargo being carried; why the route was chosen
and; travel patterns within each of the corridors. Unprecedented
amounts of data have been collected through the three studies:
19,770 drivers were surveyed; more than 500 trucking firms
interviewed, and 10,790 trucks captured on video and classified, in
addition to a comprehensive literature review of prior studies.
The data will assist Kern COG and its member jurisdictions in:
goods movement forecasting; long-range infrastructure planning;
addressing air quality issues and generally as a resource that can be
shared throughout the region and the state. According to the
Federal Highway Administration, no other agency has ever undertaken this kind of effort.

State Route 119
Vehicle volumes are about 9,700 vehicles/day
About 9% of all vehicles are trucks
Compared to all other routes – SR-119 has highest number of service trucks
SR-119 had the greatest proportion of petroleum-related truck traffic and
less agricultural traffic
State Route 46
Vehicle volumes are about 7,300/day
About 35% of all vehicles are trucks
SR-46 has the highest volume of trucks in this study
SR-46 is an important link to the Bay Area and other US-101 communities
SR-46 was identified as a good route around Bakersfield
State Route 65
Vehicle volumes are about 6,700/day
About 19% of all vehicles are trucks
The segment between 7th Standard Road and Lerdo Highway has the
highest volume of trucks along the route
Wal-mart/Sam’s Club Distribution Center in Porterville is a large generator
of truck trips
General Observations re: Rural Routes Truck Study
Similar to the other two studies, Type 9 tractor trailers are most prevalent
The rural routes had more two axle single unit trucks than the others
The rural routes had the greatest variety of trucks
Local land uses generate most truck trips
Operators note these routes are not considered as “through routes”
Emerging land uses will redefine the status of these routes
Land use changes will dictate localized infrastructure needs
Kern County is clearly the crossroads of commerce

Construction begins on
latest segment of Hwy. 46
Work on segment one of the much-anticipated State Route
46 widening project began in November with Griffith Company winning the $25 million contract to widen eight miles of
State Route 46 from two miles west of State Route 33 to Brown
Material Road.
The two-lane conventional highway will be expanded to a
four-lane expressway with a 62-foot center median. Existing
intersections within the project limits will be upgraded to
accommodate truck traffic. In addition, signals will be installed
at the State Route 33 intersection.
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The project is about 50 percent completed. Construction
should be completed by mid-2012. Two other segments are
also under construction between the San Luis Obispo
County Line and Interstate 5. Project funding for Segment
1 includes $15 million in state highway funding and
approximately $10 million of federal funding secured by
former Congressman Bill Thomas.

Studies recommend sound barriers for Kern highways
Based on citizen requests over the last 10 years, Kern COG
identified several areas throughout Kern County potentially
exposed to excessive traffic noise levels from vehicles operating
on state highways.
The areas of concern are along parts of State Routes 14, 58,
and 99. A consultant assisted Kern COG in identifying
impacted noise-sensitive locations and evaluating the necessity
and benefit of sound walls along the study areas. Normally,
when a highway is built or widened, sound mitigation is
required to protect residential areas. Sometimes, sound walls
are built in later years as traffic volumes increase even if no
highway construction is planned.

or federal funding. If widening projects are proposed in future years,
these sound studies will be used to assess final need and design of sound
walls for noise mitigation and the sound wall construction would be
part of the widening project.
Areas of Study and Final Recommendations:
State Route

Study Area Limits

Recommendations Total wall length – cost*
State Route
Hillcrest Avenue to
3 sound wall areas – 3,904’
14
Matthew Avenue
Approximately $1,100,000
State Route
State Route 99 to
9 sound wall areas – 15,058’
58
Washington Street
Approximately $6,200,000
State Route
Wilson Road to
2 sound wall areas – 1,371 ‘
99
White Lane
Approximately $329,000
*Cost is taken for improvements that meet both mitigation feasibility (5 db. reduction)
and cost reasonableness for minimum recommended wall heights.

Sound walls are recommended for all three study areas. These
projects could be financed using a combination of local, state,

For more detail on these three studies, go to
http://kerncog.org/cms/publications/publications.

Kern COG welcomes
three new staff members

hree new staff members have joined Kern Council of Governments
since December 2010, ready to serve the agency’s member jurisdictions
and the general public.

Susanne Campbell is
Kern COG’s new
Rideshare Coordinator, managing the
Kern Commuter
Connection program.
With 26 years of
marketing experience,
Susanne has held marketing and business
development positions in a variety of
industries, from local television to health
care and finance, most recently with the
Brown Armstrong accounting firm. She
graduated from California State University,
Bakersfield with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
communications. Susanne helped the Kern
County Mental Health Department develop
its Annual Mental Health Academy Awards
event and Race and Diversity Conference.
Today, she serves as a representative for
Frontier High School on Kern High School
District’s Parent Advisory Council (DPAC)
and participates on the District’s Leadership
Program at Stockdale High School.

T

Planner I Rochelle
Invina grew up in
Lamont and
graduated in 2010
from Cal Poly, San
Luis Obispo, with a
Bachelor of Science
degree in City and
Regional Planning. While at Cal Poly, her
senior planning class worked with the City
of Delano to develop a Strategic Plan. The
student project received awards from both
the state and national American Planning
Association organizations. Rochelle also
developed a Farmer’s Market Ordinance for
the City of Delano and helped start the
Healthy Delano and Wellness Element.
A planning intern for Kern COG since
June 2010, she is working on the 2012
Kern Regional Housing Report and
developing several geographic information
system maps.

Angelica
Banuelos is
Kern COG’s
new Administrative
Assistant I
working in
finance and
budgeting. Most recently as a store
manager for Payless Shoe Source,
Angelica has more than six years
experience in both nonprofit and
retail business industry. She graduated from California State University
of Bakersfield in 2009 with a
Bachelors of Science in Business
Administration and a concentration
on Accounting. While attending
CSUB she served the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program to
prepare free tax returns for many
low-income Kern County residents.
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Infrastructure: Traffic and
less revenues cause concern
(continued from page 1)

According to the California State Board of Equalization net
taxable gasoline sales in California decreased from 15.1 billion
gallons in 2001 to 14.8 billion gallons in 2009, about 2
percent of revenue. Kern County recorded 4.1 billion miles
traveled in 2001, which rose to 4.7 billion in 2008, an increase
of 12.3 percent.
Vehicle miles traveled throughout the state increased over the
same period by about 7.8 percent, from 163.5 billion to 176.3
billion miles. California’s population rose from 34 million in
July 2000 to 38.4 million in July 2008, a 12.85 percent
increase. Over the same period, Kern County’s population
grew by 158,359 or 23.8 percent, making it one of the fastest
growing regions in California.
Also over the last decade, highway construction costs have
varied widely. According to the Federal Highway Administration, average highway construction costs rose 3 percent from

2003 to 2010, but increased nearly 40 percent from 2003 to
2006. Such pricing volatility makes planning and financing
decisions difficult for large infrastructure projects that can
take several years to move from conception/design to
construction.
While several proposals have been forwarded to address
funding shortfalls from the decrease in fuel sales, none have
gained political support. These include a fee based on
annual vehicle miles traveled or indexing fuel taxes to
inflation.

Growth: Kern population growth explodes over the last decade
(continued from page 1)

California added nearly 3.4 million residents over the period and
now has a population of more than 37.25 million. California is
now home to nearly one in eight Americans; however, for the first
time since becoming a state in 1850, California added no new
Congressional seats.
The 2010 Census was limited to only seven questions. The US
Constitution mandates that the census be used to reapportion
congressional voting districts to representative parity. Detailed

socio-economic characteristics of the population is now being
continuously measured by the American Community Survey
(ACS) program. ACS data will become available later in 2011
for all levels of census geography.
For further information concerning the 2010 Census please
contact Peter Smith, Senior Planner, at 661-861-2191 or
psmith@kerncog.org 

Kern COG wins PG&E award
Dave Christensen, center, Pacific Gas and Electric Company's Senior Program
Manager for Customer Energy Efficiency, presents Mike Martin with Staples
Energy and Associates (left) and Kern COG's Energy Watch Coordinator Linda
Urata (right) with PG&E's Integration Award on March 24. The award recognizes "teamwork focused on delivering integrated customer service solutions."
Since 2008, Urata has worked with all three major utilities -- PG&E, Southern
California Edison and Southern California Gas -- in developing energy efficiency
solutions for local government agencies in the Kern region.
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