
 

 

March 27, 2022 

 

TO:  REGIONAL PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FROM:  AHRON HAKIMI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT:  APRIL 5, 2023, MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE 

 
The meeting of the Regional Planning Advisory Committee (RPAC) scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 5, 2023, has been cancelled.  
 
The Cancellation Notice and an information item can be found on the Kern COG website: 
 
https://www.kerncog.org/rpac-meetings/ 
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March 27, 2023 
 

TO:  REGIONAL PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
FROM:  Ahron Hakimi 
  Executive Director 
 

By: Linda Urata 
    Regional Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Kern Medium- and Heavy-Duty Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Blueprint Final Draft 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Kern COG was awarded a grant from the California Energy Commission (CEC) to develop a Kern Medium- 
and Heavy-Duty Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Blueprint. A final draft document is posted to the Kern 
COG website. Kern COG invites comments to be submitted by 10am on April 10, 2023. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Kern Council of Governments in partnership with Gladstein, Neandross & Associates (GNA) and key 
stakeholders are working to develop a Blueprint that will identify major gaps in infrastructure for zero 
emission trucks and buses, community needs, available technology solutions, and ultimately a set of high 
impact ‘shovel ready’ infrastructure projects necessary for progress toward zero emission goods 
movement transportation in and through Kern County. 
 
The California Energy Commission’s (CEC’s) Clean Transportation Program awarded Kern Council of 
Governments $199,929 in April 2021 through the CEC solicitation GFO-20-601. “The primary purpose of 
the grant is to fund planning “blueprints” that will identify actions and milestones needed for 
implementation of medium- and heavy-duty (MD|HD) zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs) and the related 
electric charging and/or hydrogen refueling infrastructure to accelerate the deployment of MD|HD ZEVs 
and ZEV infrastructure with a holistic and futuristic view of transportation planning.” 
 
The project approach is designed to accelerate the region’s clean transportation goals. GNA identified 
five high priority, transformational projects throughout Kern County that can stimulate additional outside 
investment, whether privately sourced or through public grant funding. The sites are: The City of Arvin Public 
Works, Frito-Lay on SR 58, Tejon Ranch Commerce Center, WattEV, and Wonderful Industrial Park.  
 
The Blueprint recommends specific actions that regional stakeholders should take to meet project goals 
as well as a proposed electric vehicle infrastructure implementation schedule.  You will find the document 
on the Kern COG website, https://www.kerncog.org/?s=blueprint. Comments are due by 10:00am on April 
10, 2023. 
 
Kern COG staff will present a final version of the Kern EVCS Blueprint during the regularly scheduled Kern 
COG Transportation Planning and Policy Committee meeting on April 20, 2023. 
 
ACTION:  Information only. 
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California Energy Commission 

Fuels and Transportation Division 

ARV-21-012-01 Kern MDI HD Ze o Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Blueprmt 

Ke1n te-dium~ aund Heavy~lli ty (MD/HD Zero~Enus ion 
Vehicle Infrastn1c.tur,e Blueprm . Fact Sheet 

The Blueprint 
The em reg ion is chal enged by po cr ,air qua lity, W'ith e missio ns fm m 
m nsporta t ion cont ri'bu -ng the majoiity of omne a nd pa -cul!ate matter 

e missio ns. Re p la c ing d iese a nd gasoline fue led ve hicles. o n fthe road w ifth 
zero-em ission ve.hid es (ZEVst . -1 !"e d uce pollut ion from tm nsporta -o n 
e , issio ns. Ma ny o f the s a t,e a nd reg iona l fu nd ing programs d esig ned to 
red uoe transporta -o n em issions and improve a ir q uality by i oe n ivizing 
l.JB/s a re u n ersubson'be d d ue o a la c k. of essential infra stru d u.re• 
bu/ld ou. lo support the b uWd-o ut of necessary infrostruc ure , Kern 
C ou ncill o f Governments in partnersh ip w ith Gladste in, e a ndross & 
Assooiates (G A li, deve lop ing a Blueprint for med ium a d he avy duty 
zero e missio truck infrastructure in Kem County. 

Projj,ec hmovaution and Advantage · 
The o bjeciive s of his project are to sup po:rt the d ep loyme l'ilt of successfu I 
M D/HD Z'2,/ infms.truciure proje cts throug h reg iona l ZEV infrastructure• 
pla nning . This pan ing wi'II id en ly high-impact p ro jects for priori i2!a io n, 
show how esomces can be focused on hese init ia ives, a nd ide:n ify 
ot her needed ac ions •. such as w orkforce d evelopment to e na b le the 
d e ployment of zero-e mission t rucks. Through working -th loca ll 
stak.e ho ld er g roups a nd industry interes s the Blueprint !Milli e va l. a te a n 
eq uitable a nd actiona ble pat way toward zem-semi.ssio n tmnsporta -o n 
techno logies .. The Blueprint p !a · w ill inolude a na lysis, of the teo hnolo gies 
being deploye d •. a nd a n effec ive str,ate gy for pla 11 ning i nfrastrudure to 
su pport he t ronsi -o n to zero-e mission oomme:raia ve hiclles in the county. 

Anti,cipa.'e-d Benefits to Califon1ia 

Kern ,councH 
of Governm,e.nts 

CEC Amount:$ l 9 .. l ,929 
Co-tu ded A aunt: $0 

roject Loca t io n: 
e rn Co ty 

The Bl:ue print -u e ng age commu ity me mbers, priva te, a nd pub lic s.take ho lders to 
oommuni~y needs., identify majpr gaps, in infrastruc ure ' or zero-e missio n trucks a nd buses, 
ava'lable tec hno lo gy so lu -ons, a nd ul -mate lv a set of hig h-impact 'shovel-rea d y' 
infrastruc re· proireds neoesmry for p rogre ss. The B e prim -11 he lp ma:icimize MD/iHD l'2,/ 

d eployme nt !ead1ng to ftlhe ach ievement of transporta t io n related c riteria em issions a nd 
g reenho use gos reduc io n goa ls in a nd fthmug h em County. Fos,te ril'ilg zero-<emi.ssio n 
infrastruc re in t is, critica l ansporta io n newwrk wml exte nd these benefits ftlhroug hout 
C a lifornia . The Btue print -1 ,also serve· as an example a nd te mp lat e· for o fther coun ie,s a cross 
he stat e to achieve similar e nergy a nd e mis:sio n reductiion goa ls. 
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Specific Benefit 

,. , 81uS!ines,s ,Qjppodu,nities 
New vehicle techno log ies ·11 require ,ad 1t ion al supp ort services. el and e ne,gy 
p:roduc ·on, and zero-emission fueling infras,fructure ·1 be required in numerous and 
vo ried f.oco · o ns throughout the c ou nty. 

,. J'ob Creation 

Jobs, will be creoted in the c onstruction and deve lopment o f t e· addit io a l fueti g 
a nd d m rg i g intros ud ure, a nd su pport personne l hired to maintoin tihe industry will 
comprise o lmge em loyment secto:r in a d i ion o the local tmining ond educa ion 
that · need to be im e , ented in fhe reg ion , 

,. ·G•r,eenhouse Gas E'misS!ions. and Climaf,e P,0ll1111Jf.a1nl Reduction 
Zero-emission transporta ion in the commerciia l sedo:r is, the most d irect s.1ra tegy for 
reduc ing emissio in Eoster111 Kem County 0 111 d the San Joaquin Valley a il!'S eds. 
Fmt hermo:r,e, the avorl'obirity o f Ziem~emission fueling inhasitrud ure m'III a llbw f.ong 
d ist,a nce goods movement vehicles. tihot tira verse he ,egion o be able to c harge and 
fue in Kem County, her,eby b ring ing the benefi s to surround ing r,egions. 

,. Pe,trol eum Displ acem,ent 
Ev,ery v,ehid e mile tira veled by zero emission M D/ HD v,ehicles that use the infrostrudure 
p lo ned in tihis Bluep ·nt w~I d. ectly reduce the region' s and he stote ' s petiroleum 
consump on. 

,. l1mpa:ctfo. !Low Income and Disadvantaged C.omm1unities 
Low Income a 111d Disadvantoged Communit ies will be 111ef it tom tihe a ir q udflty 
improvemen s from disploced petiro leu m consu mption. llower-cost e le c tric fuels w~I 
become mo:re readrly ovo fob le fm the county. Pino lly. the jobs created from the new 
a burgeoning ind ustryw~I provide ,econo , ic oppo rtunity fo:r em County. 

,. , Localiz,ed Health Impact 
Tlhe existing poor oir quality in Kern County will benefit d irectlly from d ea er vehicles 
o pera ·ng in. o round, 0 111 d hrough tihe reg ion, and llow Income 0 111d Disadvontaged 
Comma.m i ·es tihotare most pro111e to po orair q a lity ·11 benefit from tihe p lans rrnade 
through this zero emission M D/HD infrostructure Blueprint 

Contact · 
!Recipie nt: Ker111 Couno~ of Governments 
Con act:: Lindo Umt,a , Regiona l Alanner 
Phone: (661) 635-2904 
Bmail: LUrgtg@kemcog,rn:g1 
Kem COG Pmject Teom: Rob Ba ll. l.Ji nda Ura ta,. Bein Raymond 

Project Partner: G adste in,. ea ndross &. Associates 
Contact: M ark Conolly •. Progm m Mano geir 
Phone: (310) 402-37 l l 
Bma il: mark., conol!y@~lodstein .or~ 
GNA Project Teom: Christian Hos!eir. Catherine•Smitih, Jazlyn Guerrero , Roc hel C!evers. Mmk 
Conolliy 

ARV-21-012-01 


