
 

 

October 25, 2023 

 

TO:  REGIONAL PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FROM:  AHRON HAKIMI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT:  NOVEMBER 1, 2023, MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE 

 
The meeting of the Regional Planning Advisory Committee (RPAC) scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 1, 2023, as been cancelled.  
 
The Cancellation Notice and an information item can be found on the Kern COG website: 
 
https://www.kerncog.org/rpac-meetings/ 
 
 
 

 

https://www.kerncog.org/rpac-meetings/


I. 
Information 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 1, 2023 
 
 

TO:   Regional Planning Advisory Committee 
   
FROM:  Ahron Hakimi,  

Executive Director  
  

By:  Rob Ball, Deputy Director/Planning Director 
       Ben Raymond, Regional Planner 
  

SUBJECT:   REGIONAL PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE INFORMATION ITEM: I.  
UPDATE:  SB 375 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION REDUCTION FROM 
PASSENGER VEHICLES AND ADOPTION TIMELINE FOR THE 2026 RTP 

 
DESCRIPTION:  
 
The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is required to be updated every 4-years and contains a 
long range 24-year transportation expenditure portfolio fulfilling numerous policies and regulations 
including but not limited to public involvement, social equity, air quality conformity, congestion 
management, and Senate Bill (SB) 375 per capita greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets.  This 
standing item is regularly reviewed by the Regional Planning Advisory Committee. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
This discussion provides an update on the activity related to the RTP and the SB 375 Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (SCS).  The report is updated regularly with the most recent developments 
listed first. 
 
October 18, 2023 – California Air Resources Board (ARB) provided an email update on the status 
of Kern COG’s promised 2022 RTP/SCS acceptance letter.  A key upper management review 
person is not available this month pushing the issuance of the final letter into November 2023, 5-
months after ARB indicated acceptance of Kern COG’s SCS in their June 13th email. 
 
August 10, 2023 - ARB staff announced at the quarterly San Joaquin Valley Inter-Agency 
Consultation meeting that Kern, Stanislaus, and Tulare COGs have received their approval and 
will receive official documentation in September.  Fresno and San Joaquin COGs have completed 
their reviews and are in the process of making some required board actions before they can 
receive their official approval.  Kings, Madera, and Merced are still under review by ARB staff. 
 
July 26, 2023 – 2026 RTP/SCS Roundtable Meeting was held for environmental, equity, business 
& industry groups on the public outreach process at Kern COG and included 14 representatives 



from the Delores Huerta Foundation, Central California Asthma Collaborative, Sierra Club, Home 
Builders Association, Golden Empire Transit, Caltrans, County Public Works, and staff from the 
cities of McFarland, Taft, and Wasco. 
 
July 13, 2023 - ARB staff emailed Kern COG and the California, the final acceptance letter is still 
working its way through upper management reviews and may not be issued till September due to 
staffing and vacation issues. 
 
June 15, 2023 – Kern COG Board approved the 2023 Public Involvement Procedures document 
after a 45-day public review. The document is online at https://www.kerncog.org/policies/ . 
 
June 13, 2023 – ARB staff emailed Kern COG and the California Transportation Commission that 
“the SCS is officially approved.”  However, the final acceptance letter is still working its way 
through upper management reviews and will take several weeks before it is issued. 
 
May 19, 2023 – ARB staff acknowledged receipt of the requested transmittal letter signed by the 
Kern COG Chair, and associated TPPC staff report.  ARB staff indicated they would provide a 
status update by May 31, and try to meet Kern COG’s request for an expedited review by June 8, 
but that they could not commit to any date earlier than June 27. 
 
May 5, 2023 - Kern COG submitted a draft of a Kern COG TPPC staff report and transmittal letter 
to ARB with a request for the Kern COG Chair to sign.  The item was approved by the Board on 
May 18, 2023, and signed by the Chair.  The letter documents technical changes that do not affect 
the adopted RTP/SCS text or conclusions.  The document contains updates from the November 
2022 SCS technical data submittal to ARB consistent with ARB guidelines.   
 
May 1, 2023 – Kern COG circulated the draft Public Involvement Procedure for 45-day public 
review period to be concluded on June 15.  In addition, the Kern COG Executive Director and 
other COG directors from the San Joaquin Valley met with the SJV representative on the 
California Air Resources Board.  At that meeting ARB staff indicated that Kern was close to 
receiving the acceptance finding for their SCS. 
 
April 26, 2023 – Kern COG submitted to ARB a cover letter and revised technical methodology 
data submittal with all the requested updates since the November data submittal.  ARB requested 
that the Kern COG’s chair’s signature be approved by the Kern COG Board, 
 
April 17, 2023 – Kern COG web conferenced with ARB staff for the 14th time in 3 years to discuss 
the 2022 SCS technical methodology.  One final methodology issue remains out of 27 identified 
in CARB’s January 20th memorandum.  Additional adjustments were made to the elasticity used 
to adjust the hybrid NCST tool method used by Fresno COG.  Documentation of the adjustment 
was submitted to ARB on April 18, 2023.  ARB is required to provide their findings and 
recommendations 2 months after the submitted package from Nov. 29, 2023, is found complete. 
 
March 29, April 7, April 14, 2023 – Kern COG web conferenced with ARB to further refine SCS 
modeling methodology. 
 
February 17, 2023 – Kern COG submitted responses to the ARB January 20, 2023 questions.    

https://www.kerncog.org/policies/


 
January 20, 2023 – ARB responded to Kern COGs SCS technical methodology submittal from 
November 29, 2022 with questions.  A meeting was held on January 24, 2023, to clarify questions. 
 
December 16, 2022 – The 2022 RTP/Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) short 
range transportation program air quality conformity was federally approved.   

November 29, 2022 – Kern COG submitted the technical methodology data package to the ARB.   
 
July 21, 2022 - the Kern COG Board adopted the 2022 RTP/SCS and associated documents. 
The documents are available on the Kern COG website at  
https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtp/ . 
 
Table 1 – 2018 & 2022 SB 375 Targets for the Kern Region 
Per Capita GHG Reduction Target/ 2020 2035 
2022 RTP/SCS demonstration (July 21, 2022) w/ 
required off-model adjustments (2020 is pre-COVID) 

-10.9% -15.1% 

2018 RTP/SCS demonstration (August 15, 2018) -12.5% -12.7% 
Targets for 2022 RTP/SCS (set March 22, 2018, by 
ARB, effective October 1, 2018) 

- 9% -15% 

 
March 22, 2018 - ARB adopted new SB375 Targets for the third cycle RTP/SCS to be effective 
October 1, 2018.  Next ARB target setting will be during the 2022-2026 window. 
 
June 13, 2017 - ARB released proposed targets that were 2 percentage points higher than what 
Kern COG recommended for 2035. The related ARB documents are available online at 
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/sb375/sb375.htm . Kern COG’s April target recommendation letter is 
located on page B-143 of the ARB staff report at 
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/sb375/appendix_b_mpo_scenario_and_data_submittals.pdf . Kern COG and 
the 8 San Joaquin Valley COG’s prepared individual letters and a joint comment letter.  The letters 
document methodological changes that make it difficult to compare the 2014 RTP results with the 
latest modeling refinements.  
 
Preliminary Timeline 2026 RTP/SCS 
 

• June 2023 – Update Public Involvement Procedure 
• July 2023 - Stakeholder roundtable process to vet outreach and performance measures 
• Spring 2023 to Spring 2026 – Annual Statistically Valid Community Phone Surveys 
• Spring 2023 to Spring 2026 – RTP/SCS Public Outreach Process 
• September 2023 – Regional Growth Forecast Update Kickoff 
• September each year – Technical Assistance Requests to Kern COG Due 
• October 17, 2023 – Comment Due on Early Draft 2026 Capital Improvement Program 
• Spring 2024 – Adopt Regional Growth Forecast Update 
• Fall 2023 to Fall 2025 – Fairs/Festivals/Farmer’s Market Outreach 
• Fall 2024 to Fall 2025 – Mini-Grant Stakeholder Hosted Workshops 
• Summer 2026 Adopt RTP/SCS, EIR and associated documents. 

 
ACTION: Information. 

https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtp/
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/sb375/sb375.htm
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/sb375/appendix_b_mpo_scenario_and_data_submittals.pdf

