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A. Overview and Schedule 
Section 1. Executive Summary  

Based on current projects advancing in the Kern Council of Governments (Kern COG) 2026 
Regional Transportation Improvement Program (2026 RTIP), this Kern COG 2026 RTIP submittal 
will accomplish the following:     
 
 Conform to air quality budgets presented by EPA / ARB;  
 Improve public safety on highways of regional and national significance; and  
 Improve economic benefits to the region, the state and as a national freight corridor.  

 
The Kern COG 2026 RTIP is consistent with and implements the Kern COG 2022 Regional 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2022 RTP/SCS) and associated Air Quality 
Conformity, regionally adopted July 21, 2022 and federally approved December 16, 2022. The Final 
Kern COG 2026 RTIP Capital Improvement Program is provided on Page 9. The Kern COG 2026 
RTIP Program of Projects reflects $56,891,000 of programmed Regional Improvement Program (RIP) 
for Prior Year and Fiscal Years 2026-27 through 2030-31. The total amount of RIP funding includes 
$25,371,000 of new RIP programming.  
 
Existing Programming: The Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector – SB SR 99 to WB SR 58 – is 
proposed to receive $39,900,000 from the 2024 Trade Corridor Enhancement Program (TCEP) as 
approved at the June 2025 CTC meeting. The TCEP funds are programmed for Fiscal Year 2026-27. 
Kern COG requested $25 million RIP in the 2024 RTIP and was approved. 
 
New RIP Programming Request: Kern COG is requesting that $25,371,000 RIP be programmed in 
2029-30 and 2030-31 for SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 to meet the match requirement for 
future TCEP and BUILD applications. New programming in the 2026 RTIP submittal includes the 
following: 
 

1. SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 – PM 71.8-74.9; and 
2. KCOG Planning, Programming, and Monitoring (PPM) 

 
The federally approved 2022 RTP/SCS outlines Kern COG’s approach to achieve its regional goals 
which are reflected in adopted policy actions. Chapter 4 of the 2022 RTP/SCS Table 4-8: “Quantified 
SCS Strategy Types and Categories” provides an extensive list of regional strategies ordered by 
various transportation modes including Transit, Active Transportation, Transportation Demand 
Management, Transportation System Management, Land Use, Road Projects, Goods Movement, and 
Pricing strategies.  
 
Project Priorities – the Kern COG 2026 RTIP Capital Improvement Program found on Page 9 reflects 
the region’s priorities for construction programming. The SR 58 Corridor is the region’s number 1 
priority. There are two remaining movements of the Centennial Corridor project: Centennial Corridor 
EB 58 to NB 99 Loop Connector and Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector SB SR 99 to WB SR 58. 
The Centennial Corridor EB 58 to NB 99 Loop Connector $28.5 million RIP construction allocation 
was approved at the October 2023 CTC meeting. SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane phase 1 was added 
with the 2021 mid-cycle STIP for environmental phase and later phases funded with SHOPP. SR 58 
Truck Climbing Lane phase 2 design and right of way to be programmed with RIP. Construction phase 
to be programmed with a combination of STIP and future BUILD/TCEP funding.   
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Section 2. General Information 

- Regional Agency Name 
Kern Council of Governments 
 

- Agency website links for Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) and 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  
Regional Agency Website Link: https://www.kerncog.org/       
RTIP document link:   https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtip/  
RTP link:   https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtp/  
 

- Regional Agency Executive Director/Chief Executive Officer Contact Information   
Name John (Jay) Schlosser, P.E. 
Title Executive Director  
Email jschlosser@kerncog.org 
Telephone (661)635-2900 
 

- RTIP Manager Staff Contact Information  
Name Raquel Pacheco    
Title Regional Planner 
Address 1401 19th Street, Suite 300 
City/State/Zip Bakersfield, CA 93301  
Email rpacheco@kerncog.org 
Telephone (661)635-2907    
 

- California Department of Transportation Headquarter Contact Information 
Name Sudha Kodali   
Title Chief, Division of Financial Programming 
Address Office of Capital Improvement Program, Department of Transportation 

Mail Station 82. P.O. Box 942874 
City/State/Zip Sacramento, CA 94274 
Email sudha.kodali@dot.ca.gov / OCIP@dot.ca.gov 
 

- California Transportation Commission (CTC) Contact Information 
Name Kacey Moore-Gutierrez   
Title Associate Deputy Director 
Address 1120 N Street, Mail Station 52 
City/State/Zip Sacramento, CA 95814 
Email Kacey.Moore-Gutierrez@catc.ca.gov    

  

https://www.kerncog.org/
https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtip/
https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtp/
mailto:sudha.kodali@dot.ca.gov
mailto:OCIP@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Kacey.Moore-Gutierrez@catc.ca.gov
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Section 3. Background of Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) 

A. What is the Regional Transportation Improvement Program? 

The Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) is a program of highway, local road, 
transit and active transportation projects that a region plans to fund with State and Federal 
revenue programmed by the California Transportation Commission in the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP). The RTIP is developed biennially by the regions and is due to the 
Commission by December 15 of every odd numbered year. The program of projects in the RTIP 
is a subset of projects in the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), a federally mandated master 
transportation plan which guides a region’s transportation investments over a 20-to-25-year 
period. The RTP is based on all reasonably anticipated funding, including federal, state and local 
sources. Updated every 4 to 5 years, the RTP is developed through an extensive public 
participation process in the region and reflects the unique mobility, sustainability, and air quality 
needs of each region. 

B. Regional Agency’s Historical and Current Approach to developing the RTIP 

When SB 45 was passed in 1998 giving regions more say on their RTIP project selection process, 
the Kern COG Board of Directors approved a list of 66 projects of regional significance that were 
evaluated and ranked for safety and capacity benefits. The ranking criteria were traditional 
elements taken from Caltrans evaluation criteria. Since the initial ranking of regionally significant 
projects back in 1998, the Board of Directors approved a significant update to Kern COG’s project 
selection policy in 2012 and again in 2019. The policy includes performance measure metrics 
consistent with adopted Sustainable Communities Strategies goals and policies. The regional 
policy updated in 2019 reflects more recent requirements found in the CTC adopted STIP 
guidelines. These procedural guidelines will be used to select new projects that meet regional 
state and federal goals and policies not just in the STIP but for all regionally managed 
transportation programs.   
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Section 4. Completion of Prior RTIP Projects (Required per Section 78) 

The STIP projects listed below are near completion or under construction. 
 
Project Name and 
Location 

Description Summary of 
Improvements/Benefits 

SR 58 Centennial 
Corridor Mainline AB 
3090 Allocations, In 
and near Bakersfield 
Near Completion 

Westside Parkway to SR 58/99 
interchange - Construct new freeway 
alignment.  The mainline phase will 
connect through traffic from existing 
Westside Parkway to existing State 
Route 58 at SR 99. 

Improve Safety and 
Throughput 

SR46- Widening 
Segment 4B; 
California Aqueduct to 
Lost Hills Rd, In and 
near Lost Hills 
Near Completion 

Convert from a 2-lane conventional 
highway to a 4-lane divided 
expressway 

Decrease fatalities and 
injuries 

SR46- Widening 
Segment 4C; Brown 
Material Rd to 
California Aqueduct, In 
and near Lost Hills 
Near Completion 

Convert from a 2-lane conventional 
highway to a 4-lane divided 
expressway 

Decrease fatalities and 
injuries 

SR 58/99 - Centennial 
Corridor Connector -
EB SR 58 to NB SR 
99; Bakersfield; Under 
Construction 

Loop Connector - At the SR58/SR99 
Interchange, construct a new connector 
starting west of State Route 99, on the 
south side of Route 58 with a bridge 
spanning over Route 99 between 
postmile T52.2/R 52.40, and connecting 
to northbound State Route 99 between 
postmile 23.2/23.7.) 

 
Improve truck congestion on 
two freight corridors 
 

 
 
Section 5. RTIP Outreach and Participation 
A. RTIP Development and Approval Schedule  

Kern COG adopted its 2026 RTIP Capital Improvement Program at the regularly scheduled 
November 20, 2025, meeting. The remaining California Transportation Commission timeline to 
process regional RTIPs and approve the 2026 STIP, is as follows: 
 
Action Date 
Regional Agency adopts 2026 RTIP November 20, 2025 
Regions submit RTIP to CTC  December 15, 2025 
Caltrans submits ITIP to CTC December 15, 2025 
CTC STIP Hearing, North January 28, 2026 
CTC STIP Hearing, South February 5, 2026 
CTC publishes staff recommendations February 27, 2026 
CTC Adopts 2026 STIP March 19-20, 2026 
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B. Community Engagement  

Kern COG hosts both formal meetings and informal workshops to allow for the most 
stakeholder/public feedback. Stakeholders were provided with the RTIP Capital Improvement 
Program at several stages: administrative draft, draft, and final. Kern COG staff received and 
addressed comments as appropriate. There were no negative comments received.                                                  
        
Community Engagement Activities: 
 
Workshops                                                               
Four RTIP Workshops were conducted: 1) April 23, 2025; 2) July 23, 2025; and 3) September 10, 
2025; 4) October 8, 2025. They were first noticed in February 2025 as part of the Transportation 
Technical Advisory Committee and Transportation Planning and Policy Committee (Kern COG 
Board) agendas and staff reports.                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                      
Technical Advisory Committee                                                                                                                                          
The Transportation Technical Advisory Committee was involved with the RTIP process from the 
month of February 2025 to November 2025 through the distribution of agenda items and 
workshop notices. 

Transportation Planning Policy Committee (Kern COG Board of Directors)         
The Transportation Planning Policy Committee received staff reports regarding the RTIP process 
from the month of February 2025 through November 2025.      
                              
Kern COG RTIP Website                
The Kern COG RTIP website includes the Workshop flyers, presentation slides, workshop 
agendas and Kern COG Transportation Planning Policy Committee agenda reports to the Board 
of Directors. The website is located at: https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtip/. 

Relationship of RTIP to adopted RTP/SCS 
The projects presented in the Kern COG 2026 RTIP are identified as regionally significant projects 
in the financially constrained Capital Improvement Program within the federally approved Kern 
COG 2022 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategies. Extensive 
outreach is conducted on the RTP/SCS. The community engagement process extended from 
January 2019 through February 2022. The program provided numerous opportunities for 
community members, stakeholders, and local agencies and jurisdictions to participate, including 
public workshops, community events and interactive and educational booths at festivals and fairs, 
an interactive project website, statistically valid phone/text surveys and presentations to various 
clubs and community groups.                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  

https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtip/
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C. Consultation with Caltrans District (Required per Section 20)  
 
Caltrans District: 6, 9 
 
The Kern regional projects in the 2026 RTIP were taken from the list of prioritized projects of 
regional significance and advanced as STIP funding became available. The Kern COG Board of 
Directors approved a list of prioritized projects of regional significance that were evaluated and 
ranked for safety and capacity benefits and that effort was done in coordination with Caltrans. 
Caltrans planning and engineering staff from both Districts 6 and 9 provide continuous, 
coordinated support with the development of Kern’s regionally significant projects. They have 
been the lead for several of the projects that were advanced to construction and continue that 
trend now. Caltrans staff attend the Transportation Technical Advisory Committee, Regional 
Planning Advisory Committee, Transportation Planning Policy Committee, and our Board of 
Directors meetings each month as well as the RTIP workshops. Caltrans project management 
staff are in continual contact with Kern COG staff.  
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B. 2026 STIP Regional Funding Request 
Section 6. 2026 STIP Regional Share and Request for Programming  

A. 2026 Regional Fund Share Per 2026 STIP Fund Estimate  

 

                                                          
SHARE ESTIMATES TOTAL 

MINIMUM SHARE $26,371  

MAXIMUM SHARE $40,980  

APDE $0  

                                                                           
 
Advance Project Development Element (APDE)  

B. There is no APDE capacity identified for the 2026 STIP. 
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Section 7. Overview of Other Funding Included with Delivery of Regional Improvement Program Projects  

Projects in the 2026 RTIP submittal include the following: 

1. Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector – SB SR 99 to WB SR 58 (Financial Contribution Only)(2024 RTIP Carryover); 
2. SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2; and 
3. KCOG Planning, Programming, and Monitoring (PPM);  
 
Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector- SB SR 99 to WB SR 58: In the 2024 STIP, $25 million RIP for construction was added. At the 
June 2025 CTC meeting, $39.9 million TCEP was approved for construction as part of the TCEP Program of Projects. TCEP State 
portion is $15.96 million and TCEP regional portion is $23.94 million. 
 
SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 1 was added with the 2021 mid-cycle STIP for environmental phase and later phases funded with 
SHOPP. SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 environmental is programmed with Regional Surface Transportation Program (or STBGP) 
funding that does not require commission approval.  In the 2026 RTIP, Kern COG is requesting $5.6 million RIP for design and right of 
way phases. In the 2026 RTIP, the construction phase is proposed to be programmed with a combination of RIP ($19.771 million), 
TCEP, and BUILD funding (to submit $21.979 million in TCEP and BUILD applications). 
 
Kern COG Planning, Programming, and Monitoring is only programmed for RIP dollars. 
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Attachment A (see Board Resolution in Appendix Section 18) 
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Section 8. Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITIP) Funding and Needs 

The purpose of the Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITIP) is to improve 
interregional mobility for people and goods in the State of California.  As an interregional program, 
the ITIP is focused on increasing the throughput for highway and rail corridors of strategic 
importance outside the urbanized areas of the state. A sound transportation network between and 
connecting urbanized areas ports and borders is vital to the state’s economic vitality. The ITIP is 
a five-year program managed by Caltrans and funded with 25% of new STIP revenues in each 
cycle. Developed in cooperation with regional transportation planning agencies to ensure an 
integrated transportation program, the ITIP promotes the goal of improving interregional mobility 
and connectivity across California. 

No ITIP funding is requested as part of the 2026 RTIP. 

In 2022, Kern COG submitted a joint 2022 Trade Corridor Enhancement Program (TCEP) 
application with Caltrans for the Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector SB SR 99 to WB SR 58 
project. There was an expectation that Caltrans (ITIP) would provide the TCEP match as identified 
in the 2022 TCEP application. The request for ITIP was denied. As such, Kern COG requested 
RIP funding for the TCEP match for the design and right of way phases. In 2024 Caltrans 
submitted a joint 2024 TCEP application with Kern COG for the construction phase and no ITIP 
was included. 

The Centennial Corridor project connects SR 58 and SR 99 which are both listed in the Caltrans 
Interregional Transportation System Plan (ITSP) and are identified as interregional strategic 
corridors. This corridor has national, state, and regional significance. The project improves 
capacity and safety for passenger vehicles and trucks. The project also reduces negative 
transportation impacts in disadvantaged communities. 

The SR  58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 project will support safe, efficient, reliable, and 
sustainable freight flow. Removing the queuing delays of freight trucks, the SR  58 Truck Climbing 
Lane Phase 2 project is in the middle of the U.S. freight transportation system that connects the 
following California interregional corridors east to Nevada, Arizona and Texas: 

•  Central Coast – San Joaquin Valley East-West Connections Corridor, 

•  High Desert – Eastern Sierra – Northern Nevada Corridor, 

•  San Jose/SF Bay Area- Central Valley – Los Angeles Corridor, and 

•  Southern – Southern Nevada/Arizona Corridor.  

 
Section 9. Projects Planned within Multi-Modal Corridors  

State Route 58 Corridor- The State Route 58/99 Centennial Corridor Connector projects close 
a gap between existing State Route 58 freeway east of State Route 99 with the State Route 58 
freeway, formerly known as the Westside Parkway Freeway. The ultimate corridor destination for 
this freeway is Interstate 5. Recently constructed projects along this corridor include a widening 
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on existing State Route 58 east of State Route 99 and the construction of Westside Parkway. 
Currently, the Centennial Corridor Mainline received RIP funding through an approved four-year 
AB 3090 agreement with the CTC and is near completion. The Centennial Corridor EB 58 to NB 
99 Loop Connector is under construction. Several other Centennial Corridor operational 
improvement projects are under consideration with Caltrans, the City of Bakersfield, and Kern 
COG to improve local access and safety.  
 
State Route 58 Truck Climbing Lanes Phase 2- As part of the network of highways intended to 
reflect the most critical highway portions of the U.S. freight transportation system, it is important 
the corridor supports safe, efficient, reliable, and sustainable freight flow. To reach these goals, 
Kern COG and Caltrans District 6 is constructing the Centennial Corridor to the west of the Project 
location, and Caltrans District 8 has recently completed the Kramer Junction Project to the east 
of it. The Project supports these two projects by removing a significant bottleneck that diminishes 
the improvements implemented by these other Caltrans Districts. SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane 
Phase 2 is a continuation of the SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 1 project that was incorporated 
into the Caltrans District 9 Keene Pavement SHOPP project. The Keene Pavement design and 
right of way phases are underway.  
 
Section 10. Highways to Boulevards Conversion Pilot Program  

Kern COG is not aware of any candidate projects for the Highways to Boulevards Conversion 
Pilot Program. 
 
11. Complete Streets Consideration (per Section 26) 

At this time, Kern COG does not have any projects in the proposed 2026 RTIP that incorporate 
Complete Streets elements. Kern COG will continue to evaluate opportunities to integrate 
Complete Streets principles into future projects, consistent with Caltrans’ Complete Streets Action 
Plan and statewide goals for equitable, safe, and accessible transportation infrastructure. 

A remaining 2024 STIP project, not yet allocated, does incorporate complete street elements. The 
project is programmed in fiscal year 2025-26. 

Lone Pine Town Rehabilitation (2024 STIP, not yet allocated) - The project preserves/extends 
the life and improves ride quality of the streets within the project limits of Lone Pine. The project 
also intends to improve access for public transit, pedestrians, and bicycles. Benefits of this project 
are complete streets, safety, town integration, alternative transportation, mode split. Bike Lanes 
are proposed to be striped on existing roadway on Post Street, Lone Pine Avenue, and Lake View 
Street. This project will also provide Eastern Sierra Transit Authority (ESTA) delineated bus lanes. 
Pedestrian facilities within the project area will be upgraded to ADA standards and select streets 
will be striped for on-road sidewalks. 
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C. Relationship of RTIP to RTP/SCS and Benefits of RTIP 
Section 12. Regional Level Performance Evaluation (per Section 22A of the guidelines) 

The projects presented in the Kern COG 2026 RTIP are identified as regionally significant projects 
in the financially constrained Capital Improvement Program within the federally approved Kern 
COG 2022 RTP/SCS.           
     
Consistency of RTIP with State and Federal Goals      
                                                                         
The 2022 Regional Transportation Plan is Kern County’s comprehensive area-wide long-range 
plan to address mobility challenges created by regional growth. The policy element is one of the 
4 required elements for a Regional Transportation Plan as required by the adopted California 
Transportation Commission guidelines. The policy elements contain an integrated set of goals, 
policies, actions and performance measures that are consistent with publicly vetted principles to 
guide and monitor improvements to Kern’s transportation system through system 2046. The 
Strategic Investment section of the Kern COG 2022 RTP/SCS which is Chapter 5, sets forth plans 
of action for the region to pursue and meet identified transportation needs and issues. Planned 
investments are consistent with the goals and policies of the Plan, the Sustainable Community 
Strategy element and are financially constrained. The projects listed in the Constrained Program 
of Projects Table 5.1 and are modeled in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis.     
                                                                                                                                                                          
Regional, Statewide, and National Benefits of RTIP      
                                                                         
The projects proposed in the Kern COG 2026 RTIP provide regional, statewide and national 
benefits. The Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector will be the final remaining freeway 
connector constructed at the SR 58 and 99 freeway-to-freeway interchange.  At this location, work 
is underway to provide a gap-closure freeway connection west of SR 99, with the existing SR 58 
freeway facility, east of SR 99. The currently-under-construction freeway project is an 
approximately 2-mile long, 6-lane freeway to 6-lane freeway connection, between the newly 
constructed 7-mile-long Westside Parkway / SR 58.  This project improves capacity and safety to 
passenger vehicles and trucks. This corridor has regional, state and national significance. 
Furthermore, the project achieves reductions in criteria for air pollution emissions and greenhouse 
gas emissions.  
 
The Truck Climbing Lane project is on SR 58 which is one of California’s most vital interregional 
freight and commuter corridors serving as a key east-west link between the Central Valley, 
Southern California, and the Eastern United States. The corridor supports statewide mobility, 
goods movement, and economic growth while also addressing environmental and community 
needs.  
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A. Regional Level Performance Indicators and Measures (per Appendix B of the STIP 
Guidelines).  

 

Table B1 
Evaluation – Regional Level Performance Indicators and Measures 

 
 

Goal 

 
 

Indicator/Measure 

Current System 
Performance 

Projected System 
Performance  

 
Congestion 
Reduction 

Vehicle Miles Traveled  
(VMT) per capita. 

2022 - 25.74 2046 - 24.05 

Percent of congested VMT 
(at or below 35 mph) 

2022 - 0.9% 2046 - 1% 

Commute mode share 
(travel to work) 

2022 - 401,021 2046 - 490,945 

Commute mode share 
(travel to school) 

2022 - 266,580 2046 - 344,605 

Infrastructure 
Condition 

Pavement Condition Index 
(local streets and roads) 

2022 - 63 2022 - 63 

Safety Fatalities and serious 
injuries per capita 

2022 - 0.0043 2046 - 0.0041 

Fatalities and serious 
injuries per VMT 

2022 - 0.00017 2046 - 0.00017 

Economic 
Vitality 

Percent of housing within 
0.5 miles of transit stops 
with frequent transit service 

2020 - 16.3% 2046 - 39.6% 

Percent of jobs within 0.5 
miles of transit stops with 
frequent transit service 

2020 - 20.3% 2046 - 40.6% 

Average weekday travel 
time (minutes) – SOV 

2022 - 13.46 2046 - 13.57 

Average weekday travel 
time (minutes) – HOV 

2022 - 11.9 
 

2046 - 12.01 

Average weekday travel 
time (minutes) – Transit 

2022 - 34.1 2046 - 36.35 

Average weekday travel 
time (minutes) - Walk & Bike 

2022 - 18 2046 - 18.74 

Environmental 
Sustainability 

Change in acres of 
agricultural land 

2018 Base - 
2,728,667 

2046 - 2,723,290 

CO2 emissions reduction per 
capita 

2022 - 15.80 2046 - 15.52 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



Kern COG - 2026 Regional Transportation Improvement Program - Page 14 
 

Section 13. Regional and Statewide Benefits of RTIP 

The projects proposed in the Kern COG 2026 RTIP collectively provide regional, statewide, and 
national benefits. The State Route 58/SR 99 Connector project improves capacity and safety for 
passenger vehicles and trucks. This corridor has national significance as well as regional and 
statewide significance. SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 project improves system resilience, 
safety, connectivity and accessibility for both passenger vehicles and trucks. 

Kern COG’s 2026 RTIP is consistent with state and federal goals as described in the federally 
adopted Kern COG 2022 RTP/SCS. At the core of the 2022 RTP/ SCS are seven goals: 

1. Mobility- Improve the mobility of people and freight; 
2. Accessibility- Improve the accessibility to major employment and other regional activity 

centers; 
3. Reliability- Improve the reliability and safety of the transportation system; 
4. Efficiency- Maximize the efficiency of the existing and future transportation system; 
5. Livability- Promote livable communities; 
6. Sustainability- Minimize effects on the environment; and  
7. Equity- Ensure an equitable distribution of the benefits among various demographic and 

user groups. 
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D. Performance and Effectiveness of RTIP  
Section 14. Evaluation of Cost Effectiveness of RTIP (Required per Section 22B) 

Table B2 
Evaluation – Cost-Effectiveness Indicators and Measures 

       CENTENNIAL CORRIDOR PHASE 2 CONNECTOR - SB SR 99 to WB SR 58 
 
 

Goal 
 

 
Indicator/Measure 

 

Current Level of 
Performance (2046 

No Build) 

Projected Performance 
Improvement 
(2046 Build) 

Congestion 
Reduction 

Change in commute mode share 
(travel to work or school) 

490,945 490,945 

Infrastructure 
Condition 

Improve Pavement Condition 
Index (local streets and roads) 

N/A N/A 

Safety Reduce fatalities and serious 
injuries per capita 

0 0 

Safety Goal – Injury Collisions 
/100 (M) VMT 

16,244.13 13,775.02 
 

Economic 
Vitality 

Reduce mean commute travel 
time (to work) 

16.70 16.70 

Reduce mean commute travel 
time (to school) 

11.52 11.52 

Environmental 
Sustainability 

Change in acres of agricultural 
land 

0 0 

 

 

Table B2 
Evaluation – Cost-Effectiveness Indicators and Measures SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane 

Phase 2 

Goal 
Indicator/Measure 

(per thousand dollars 
invested) 

Current Level of 
Performance (2046 

No Build) 

Projected Performance 
Improvement 
(2046 Build)) 

Congestion 
Reduction 

Reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT) per capita 

490,945 490,945 

Infrastructure 
Condition 

Improve Pavement Condition 
Index (local streets and roads) 

N/A N/A 

Safety Reduce fatalities and serious 
injuries per capita 

0 0 

Safety Goal – Injury Collisions 
/100 (M) VMT 

30.2684 24.6983 

Economic 
Vitality 

 

Reduce mean commute travel 
time (to work) 

16.70 16.70 

 Reduce mean commute travel 
time (to school) 

11.52 11.50 

Environmental 
Sustainability 

Change in acres of agricultural 
land 

0 0 

 
. 
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Section 15. Project Specific Evaluation (Required per Section 22C and 22D) 

A project-specific benefit evaluation to estimate the project’s benefit to the regional system from 
changes to the built environment is required for: 

a. Projects with a total cost of $50 million or greater, or 

b. STIP programming for right-of-way and/or construction of $15 million or more. 

Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector SB SR 99 to WB SR 58 project meets the criteria for 
requiring a Life-Cycle Benefit - Cost Analysis. Please see Appendix Section 20 for the Caltrans 
Benefit - Cost Analysis. 

SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 project meets the criteria for requiring a Life-Cycle Benefit - 
Cost Analysis. Please see Appendix Section 20 for the Caltrans Benefit - Cost Analysis. 
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E. Detailed Project Information  
Section 16. Overview of Projects Programmed with RTIP Funding 

Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector SB SR 99 WB SR 58 

(a) Implementing Agency is Caltrans District 6. 

(b) Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector SB SR 99 WB SR 58 (Project) in Bakersfield, 
constructs a connector from southbound Route 99 to westbound Route 58.  The Project adds a 
ramp movement that allows truckers and travelers to transition to Route 58 westbound, to 
southbound SR 99 instead of discovering a missing interchange ramp. The Project smooths traffic 
flow and keeps trucks out of disadvantaged neighborhoods, helping to mitigate associated 
impacts. 

(c) PPNO 8030. 

(d) Route number and post-mile limits: 

 SR 58 T52.265/R52.400 
 SR 99 23.400/24.200 
 
(e) The upcoming delivery schedule for each of the project’s milestones. 

Project Milestone Date 
 

End Design Phase (Ready to List for Advertisement Milestone) 10/01/2026 
End Right of Way Phase (Right of Way Certification Milestone) 09/16/2026 
Begin Construction Phase (Contract Award Milestone) 03/22/2027 
End Construction Phase (Construction Contract Acceptance Milestone) 07/03/2029 
Begin Closeout Phase 07/04/2029 
End Closeout Phase (Closeout Report) 05/16/2033 

 

(f) Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector- SB SR 99 to WB SR 58: This project will require 
state-only RIP funding to meet the match requirement for TCEP. In the 2024 STIP, $25 million 
RIP (financial contribution only) for construction was added. At the June 2025 CTC meeting, 
$39.9 million TCEP was approved for construction as part of the TCEP Program of Projects. 
TCEP State portion is $15.96 million and TCEP regional portion is $23.94 million.  
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(g) Funding plan: Below is the funding plan for the construction phase. 

FUNDING PLAN 

Source Fund Type 
CONST. 

SUPPORT 
CONST. 

CAPITAL Totals 
STATE TCEP – committed 0 15,960,000 15,960,000 
STATE STIP/RIP – committed 3,000,000 22,000,000 25,000,000 
STATE TCEP – committed 7,000,000 16,940,000 23,940,000 

Totals 10,000,000 54,900,000 64,900,000 
 

(h) Project location map  

 

SR 58/99 Phase 2 Connector 

 

(i) Legislative districts where the project is located. 

Assembly: 34 Senate: 16  Congressional: 23 
   

(j) Identification or page number as reflected in the Regional Transportation Plan: 

2022 Regional Transportation Plan page 5-30, project ID: KER22RTP003 
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SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 (PM 71.8-74.9) 

(a) Implementing Agency is Caltrans District 6  

(b) This project constructs an eastbound truck climbing lane on SR 58. The project is in Kern 
County, on State Route 58 near Tehachapi from 1.9 mile east of General Beale WB offramp to 
0.7 mile east of Bena Road undercrossing. The truck climbing lane is required to improve safety 
and operations, and enhance traffic flow. 

(c) PPNO 8175. 

(d) Route number and post-mile limits: SR 58 71.8/74.9 
 
(e) The upcoming delivery schedule for each of the project’s milestones. 

Project Milestone Date  
 

Begin Environmental (PA&ED) Phase 08/14/2026 
Circulate Draft Environmental Document 10/27/2027 
Draft Project Report 11/05/2027 
End Environmental Phase (PA&ED Milestone) 05/08/2028 
Begin Design (PS&E) Phase 08/15/2028 
End Design Phase (Ready to List for Advertisement Milestone) 09/16/2030 
Begin Right of Way Phase 11/21/2028 
End Right of Way Phase (Right of Way Certification Milestone) 05/17/2030 
Begin Construction Phase (Contract Award Milestone) 12/23/2030 
End Construction Phase (Construction Contract Acceptance Milestone) 09/24/2032 
Begin Closeout Phase 09/27/2032 
End Closeout Phase (Closeout Report) 08/05/2036 

 

(f) SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 environmental is programmed with Regional Surface 
Transportation Program funding that does not require commission approval.  In the 2026 RTIP, 
Kern COG is requesting $5.6 million RIP for design and right of way phases. In the 2026 RTIP, 
the construction phase is proposed to be programmed with a combination of RIP ($19.771 
million), TCEP, and BUILD funding (to submit $21.979 million in TCEP and BUILD applications). 
This project will require state-only RIP funding to meet the match requirement for TCEP and 
BUILD. 
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(g) Funding plan: Below is the funding plan for the construction phase. 

FUNDING PLAN 

Source Fund Type PA&ED 
PS&E and 

R/W 

CON support 
and CON 

capital 

Totals 

FEDERAL RSTP - committed 2,600,000 0 0 2,600,000 
STATE STIP/RIP - uncommitted 0 5,600,000 19,771,000 25,371,000 
FEDERAL BUILD - uncommitted 0 0 10,729,000 10,729,000 
STATE TCEP - uncommitted 0 0 11,250,000 11,250,000 

Totals 2,600,000 5,600,000 41,750,000 49,950,000 
 

(h) Project location map  

 
SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 

(i) The legislative districts where the project is located. 

Assembly:  16 Senate: 34  Congressional: 23 

  

(j) Identification or page number as reflected in the Regional Transportation Plan: 

2022 Regional Transportation Plan page 5-30, project ID: KER22RTP006 
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F. Appendices 
Section 17. Projects Programming Request Forms 

Section 18. 2026 RTIP Kern COG Board Resolution No. 25-28 

Section 19. Fact Sheets 

Section 20. Caltrans Benefit - Cost-Analysis 
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Section 17 

Project Programming Request Forms 

 

PPNO 8030: Centennial Corridor SB99 to WB Connector  

PPNO 8175: SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 

PPNO 6L03: Planning, Programming, and Monitoring  
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Section 18 

2026 RTIP Kern COG Board Resolution No. 25-28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calderon, Florez, Gunn, Gorman, Parlier, Parra, Perez, Reyna, B. Smith, P. Smith, Warney

None

None
Espinoza, Hawkins, Morse, Noerr, Osorio
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Section 19 

Fact Sheet 

(Accessible Word file available at https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtip/) 

  

https://www.kerncog.org/category/docs/rtip/


 
 

2026 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
Fact Sheet  

Executive Summary 

Based on current projects advancing in the Kern COG 2026 Regional Transportation 
Improvement Program (2026 RTIP), this Kern COG 2026 RTIP submittal will accomplish the 
following:     
 

 Conform to air quality budgets presented by EPA / ARB;  
 Improve public safety on highways of regional and national significance; and  
 Improve economic benefits to the region, the state and as a national freight 

corridor.  
 
The 2026 fund cycle reflects $56,891,000 of programmed Regional Improvement Program (RIP) 
for prior year and fiscal years 2026-2027 through 2030-31. The total amount of RIP funding 
includes $26,371,000 of new RIP programming. The projects selected for funding are identified 
in the currently approved Kern COG’s 2022 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and found to be 
consistent with the goals and investment strategies of the RTP. 
 
 

 

SR 58/99 Phase 2 Connector 

 

SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2  

 

Benefits 

The Kern COG 2026 RTIP projects deliver regional, statewide, and national benefits. The SR 
58/SR 99 Connector and SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 improve safety by reducing injury 
collisions, enhance traffic flow to cut congestion, support the environment through lower 
emissions, advance equity by removing truck traffic from disadvantaged communities, and 
strengthen the economy by facilitating efficient goods movement along nationally significant 
freight corridors. 

 



Goals and Objectives 

The Kern COG 2026 RTIP advances the goals and objectives of the 2022 RTP/SCS by funding 
regionally significant, financially constrained projects that improve safety, mobility, and air quality. 
The Centennial Corridor Phase 2 Connector closes a critical freeway gap at SR 58/SR 99, 
enhancing capacity, improving travel reliability, and reducing emissions. The SR 58 Truck 
Climbing Lane strengthens goods movement along a vital freight corridor, supporting economic 
vitality and system resilience. Together, these projects advance RTP/SCS objectives for 
greenhouse gas reduction, equitable access, and multimodal connectivity. In addition, the RTIP 
supports the Caltrans State Route 99 Comprehensive Multimodal Corridor Plan (CMCP) by 
addressing anticipated increases in freight traffic associated with new distribution centers and 
manufacturing facilities in Kern County. These improvements improve truck time reliability and 
goods movement efficiency, consistent with CMCP strategies.  RTIP also supports the   Active 
Transportation Plan, by reducing the impact to bike lanes and improving pedestrian safety by 
removing truck traffic from local arterials. These projects demonstrate Kern COG’s commitment 
to advancing multimodal mobility, economic competitiveness, and sustainable community 
development across the region.  

The proposed projects in the 2026 RTIP contribute to one or more goals in the Climate Action 
Plan for Transportation infrastructure (CAPTI), Caltrans’ Race and Equity Action Plan (REAP), 
California’s Freight Mobility Plan (CFMP), and the State Route 99 Comprehensive Multimodal 
Corridor Plan (CMCP) by enhancing climate resilience, equity and freight efficiency, mobility, and 
safety. These projects deliver measurable benefits to local and regional communities. 
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Section 20 

Caltrans Benefit – Cost Analysis 

Centennial Corridor SB99 to WB Connector  

SR 58 Truck Climbing Lane Phase 2 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



SR 58 TCL Phase 2 (PM 71.9- 74.9) 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






