







































































































































































































































































Community Engagement Validation: Public comments strongly supported workplace charging at
hospitals, college campuses, and government facilities, as well as destination charging at

shopping centers, parks, and community centers. These site types align well with optimal L2
charging use cases.

EVCS INVESTMENT TYPE 2: COMMUNITY DC FAST CHARGING (DCFC)

DCFCs operating at 100 kW or higher enable fast charging that is rapidly becoming comparable to
conventional vehicle refueling timeframes. DCFCs are essential for long-distance travel, commercial
fleet operations, and consumers lacking home charging access who rely on public infrastructure for
primary charging needs. Strategy 9 prioritizes DCFC deployment along major highways (I-5, SR-
99, SR-58) with approximately 20-mile spacing to ensure Kern County functions as an enabling link
in California's intercity PEV travel network. The I-5 corridor already has abundant DCFC
infrastructure such that AB 2127 targets for 2035 have already been achieved. Therefore, the
investment priority should shift toward filling gaps in underserved communities.

Urban and suburban community DCFC installations serve functions beyond long-distance travel,
with Strategy 15 identifying fast casual dining areas, recreational destinations, and locations with
15- to 60-minute dwell times as priority deployment sites. These installations provide rapid
charging for ride-hailing drivers, delivery fleets, and high-utilization applications where charging
time directly affects operational economics. DCFC economics require higher capital investment but
generate superior revenue potential through energy throughput and premium pricing, making them
attractive to private investment under appropriate conditions—particularly when supported by the
performance-based incentive framework outlined in Goal 4.

Community Engagement Validation: The Kern River Valley tourism corridor, Panama Lane
commercial district, and east Bakersfield disadvantaged communities received multiple requests for
DCFC installations, validating the strategic emphasis on community-based fast charging beyond
highway corridors.

EVCS INVESTMENT TYPE 3: MULTI-UNIT DWELLING (MUD) CHARGING

Residents of multi-unit dwellings (e.g. apartments, condominiums, shared housing) face unique
challenges accessing home charging due to the general absence of private garages with electrical
service at rental properties. California's CALGreen building code updates effective January

2023 require new multi-family residential construction to include EV charging infrastructure or EV-
ready electrical capacity. These regulatory requirements will systematically address future MUD
charging needs by ensuring all new residential construction includes EV-ready infrastructure. AB
2127 targets for MUD charging have already been achieved for 2030, and achieving 2035 targets
may require minimal intervention given the building code mandate's progressive impact.

Notably, any private garage with an automated garage door opener via an 110V outlet has
the capacity to support Level 1 charging. However, it may be challenging if the only outlet is
mounted on the ceiling. There also may be landlord restrictions that could make charging
unworkable without a retrofit or infrastructure investment. Nevertheless, the existing electrical
infrastructure means many MUD garages could be described as Level 1 charging-capable
spaces without any additional investment.
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However, the existing stock of multi-unit dwellings represents a substantial gap that building codes
cannot address retroactively. Retrofitting MUD properties typically involves electrical upgrades that
can be costly. There may also be challenges with HOA coordination and approvals. Therefore, EVCS
Investment Type 1 (Workplace and Community L2) and Type 2 (Community DCFC) can address
MUD resident needs by ensuring convenient public charging access nearby. MUD residents able to
charge at workplace locations or nearby community DCFC during lunch or dinner breaks gain
access to the next best thing to home charging, removing a critical adoption barrier.
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UPDATED IMPLEMENTATION GOALS AND STRATEGIES

The Implementation Goals and Strategies have been updated to reflect the substantial progress
achieved since 2019 and incorporate the revised priorities identified through this Blueprint update.

IMPLEMENTATION GOAL 1: GHG EMISSIONS REDUCTION

This goal supports California's commitment to reduce GHG emissions from the transportation
sector, as outlined in the California Air Resources Board's 2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon
Neutrality, which prioritizes vehicle electrification and charging infrastructure deployment to
achieve carbon neutrality by 2045. Operationally, this goal is advanced by identifying and
prioritizing EVCS installations in currently underserved areas, focusing infrastructure investment on
locations where chargers have not yet been deployed. Through strategic geographic deployment,
this goal improves air quality countywide and reduces disproportionate pollution impacts on
disadvantaged communities (DACs) by reducing GHG emissions and criteria pollutants.

Performance Metrics

« 1a: Electric Vehicle registration data and electric vehicle market share calculations

« 1b: GHG emission reductions attributed to electric vehicle miles traveled (eVMT) over time

« 1c: Total number of charging stations sited in DACs and percentage DAC versus county total

Strategies Supporting Goal 1

Strategy 1 (Ongoing): Develop annual GHG emissions reporting that tracks EVCS kWh utilization
and eVMT in Kern County. Publish results publicly on the Kern COG website to maintain
transparency and accountability.

Strategy 13 (Mid-term): Develop incentive programs that provide reduced permit costs and
expedited processing times for projects that pair onsite renewable energy generation with EVCS
installations, maximizing emissions reductions relative to grid electricity carbon intensity.

Strategy 14 (Mid-term): Support public light-duty fleet electrification initiatives, including depot
charging investments. Track the number of PEVs deployed in municipal and county fleets, and
depot chargers installed to serve these operations.

IMPLEMENTATION GOAL 2: TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE READINESS

This goal enhances transportation system performance through strategic charging infrastructure
deployment that ensures comprehensive geographic coverage, addresses corridor gaps, and
positions Kern County as an enabling link in California's statewide charging network. The updated
Scenario A target of 4,426 charging spaces and Scenario B target of 12,745 charging spaces

by 2035 establish clear infrastructure benchmarks. Achievement of these goals requires active
partnership with regional stakeholders, EVCS hosts, and network operators to track utilization
patterns and inform optimized future deployments. Streamlined permitting processes are equally
critical to meeting charging space deployment timelines and targets.

Regional Permitting Consistency in Kern County
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Historically, Kern County jurisdictions have implemented varying EVCS permitting procedures,
creating inconsistency for multi-jurisdictional charging networks. To address this fragmentation and
accelerate deployment, this Blueprint recommends that Kern COG develop consistent EVCS
permitting guidelines applicable across all member jurisdictions. These guidelines should:

« Adopt GO-Biz model ordinances and checklists for residential, multi-family dwelling, and
commercial charging installations

« Establish uniform documentation requirements and application processes, with provision for
online submission

« Create consistent timelines for permit review, inspection, and approval across jurisdictions

« Develop standardized coordination protocols with local utilities for interconnection notification
and safety review

« Provide permitting and inspection staff training on EV charging equipment specifications,
installation standards, and safety requirements

Recommended Implementation Actions

Implementation Goal 4 (EVCS Affordability) Strategy 8 identifies streamlined permitting as a critical
lever for reducing deployment timelines and costs. Specific actions include:

o County leadership role: Kern County should encourage member agencies to fully comply with
AB970 and AB1236 for expedited EVCS permitting

« Expedited permitting incentives: Kern COG should encourage member agencies to offer fee
waivers or reduced permit processing fees for projects demonstrating high utilization (as
discussed in the market-responsive investment framework)

« Compliance tracking: GOBIZ currently tracks progress of agencies within California.
Compliance can be verified on this website: https://business.ca.gov/industries/zero-emission-
vehicles/plug-in-readiness/

These coordinated permitting efforts, aligned with state requirements and leveraging available
state-provided resources and tools, will substantially reduce deployment barriers and accelerate
EVCS expansion across Kern County.

Performance Metrics
« 2a: Kern County Electric Vehicle Public Charging Spaces by Zip Code
o 2b: Regional EVCS utilization rates derived through utilization data from networked chargers

o 2c: EV range density measured countywide and by city. Priority locations should have chargers
installed within 2 miles

o 2d: NEVI corridor completion status for I-5, SR-99, and SR-58 with DCFC installed at
approximately 20-mile spacing

Strategies Supporting Goal 2

Strategy 2 (Ongoing): Work with local non-profits such as Clean Cities Coalition to
facilitate knowledge sharing, disseminate best practices, coordinate grant applications, and
collectively track progress toward deployment targets.
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Strategy 8 (Near-term): Develop expedited, streamlined permitting processes for EVCS
installations, including pre-approved equipment lists that reduce review burdens and

technical assistance for applicants. Measure average permit processing times and percentage of
municipalities with streamlined ordinances to track progress toward reducing regulatory barriers.

Strategy 9 (Near-term): Install public DC Fast Chargers at approximately 20-mile spacing along
State Route 99 and State Route 58 to complete NEVI-compliant corridor coverage. Beyond highway
corridors, prioritize filling gaps in priority areas identified through the siting analysis, community
feedback, as well as high-usage hotspots where utilization data indicates capacity constraints.

Strategy 15 (Mid-term): Expand DCFC deployment to fast casual dining clusters, recreational
destinations (such as the Kern River Valley tourism corridor), and locations with 15- to 60-minute
typical dwell times including trailheads, parks, dog parks, and convenience stores.

These installations serve both destination charging needs and provide rapid charging options for
residents lacking home charging access.

Strategy 19 (Long-term): Plan for emerging technologies including autonomous vehicles and
inductive (wireless) charging systems that may fundamentally alter infrastructure requirements
and deployment patterns in future phases.

IMPLEMENTATION GOAL 3: EV & EVCS AWARENESS AND INCREASED ADOPTION

This goal improves EV and EVCS awareness while advancing adoption among Kern County
residents, employees, and travelers through comprehensive education and outreach campaigns.
As the county crosses adoption tipping points documented in preceding sections,

awareness initiatives play an increasingly important role in accelerating the transition from early
adopters to the early majority.

Performance Metrics

o 3a: Number of public participants reached during dedicated outreach activities

o 3b: Increased awareness of EV & EVCS measured over the implementation phase (10 years)
« 3c: Advertising campaign analytics tracking reach, engagement, and conversion metrics

Strategies Supporting Goal 3

Strategy 3 (Ongoing): Develop and maintain a region-specific public website that tracks and
reports Blueprint implementation progress, publishes utilization data, maps charging
infrastructure, and shares resources. Publish comprehensive EVCS reports semi-annually to
maintain stakeholder engagement and accountability.

Strategy 4 (Ongoing): Provide regional EV/EVCS workforce development training for current and
future workforce, partnering with community-based organizations, educational institutions, and
EVCS industry partners. Track program development, partner engagement, number of trainings
conducted, and trainees graduated.

Strategy 5 (Ongoing): Integrate Blueprint recommendations and infrastructure priorities into
local planning efforts including General Plan updates, Climate Action Plans, Specific Plans, and
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development review processes to ensure land use decisions support charging infrastructure
deployment.

Strategy 10 (Near-term): Secure grant funding to establish a regional EV expert and technical
advisor program that provides consultations to residents, businesses, and fleet operators
considering EV adoption or EVCS installation. Track consultation volume and subsequent EVCS
installations to measure program effectiveness.

Strategy 11 (Near-term): Develop and implement a regional EV/EVCS awareness campaign
targeting consumers, residents, and travelers through multiple media channels. Emphasize
outreach to disadvantaged communities to ensure equitable information access. Track

total outreach participants and percentage reaching DAC populations.

Strategy 16 (Mid-term): Develop and implement a second regional EV/EVCS

marketing campaign building on lessons learned from the initial effort, potentially focusing on
specific user segments (e.g., commercial fleets, multi-unit dwelling residents, rural communities)
that require tailored messaging.

IMPLEMENTATION GOAL 4: EVCS AFFORDABILITY

This goal reduces the cost and effort required to install EVCS, making infrastructure more
accessible through streamlined permitting, expedited utility interconnection processes, and
strategic deployment of financial incentives. The updated framework emphasizes waiving or
reducing permit fees in areas of desired EVCS investment, particularly locations demonstrating high
utilization rates. This goal positions public and private stakeholders to capitalize on unprecedented
funding opportunities including the federal NEVI program (providing 80% cost share for

corridor charging) and state equity-focused incentives, thereby bringing infrastructure investment
to communities and reducing EV operating costs below traditional fuels.

Performance Metrics

e 4a: Time and cost required to issue permits for charging infrastructure

o 4b: EVCS installation timeline from application to energization

e 4c: EVCS incentives and grants issued in Kern County

« 4d: Average cost of EVCS projects measured over time to track learning curve effects
o 4e: Average wait time for utility interconnection and make-ready completion

Strategies Supporting Goal 4

Strategy 6 (Ongoing): Aggressively pursue all available funding sources including:

« Federal NEVI Program: 80% federal cost share for corridor DCFC meeting technical standards
o CALeVIP 2.0 / Fast Charge California: State incentives prioritizing disadvantaged communities
o Communities in Charge: Equity-focused program for underserved areas

o Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) credits: Revenue generation from charging operations

« Utility Programs: SCE Charge Ready, PG&E EV Fleet Program (waitlisted, accepting applications
through June 2026)
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Note that PG&E's Fast Charge Program and EV Charge Network Program, which funded thousands
of chargers statewide, have concluded and are no longer accepting applications.

Strategy 17 (Mid-term): Develop and regularly update regional reports analyzing EVCS
business cases, financial models, total project costs, and return on investment under various
scenarios. Share findings broadly with potential site hosts, charging network operators, and
municipal decision-makers to inform investment decisions and identify optimal deployment
strategies.

TABLE 4: ONGOING GOALS AND STRATEGIES OF THE UPDATED BLUEPRINT

IMPLEMENTATION

AREA OF

STRATEGY GOAL IMPACT ACTION METRIC FREQUENCY LEAD
Develop annual Kern COG
GHG GHG emissions Mobility
Goal 1 (GHG o reporting share & Innovations
.. Emissions . Annual &
1 Emissions j EVCS kWh Tracking . Kern COG
. Tracking & e e ) Term Period
Reduction) . utilization in Kern. Report with
Reporting -
Public results on any updates
Kern COG website to it
Work with local
non-profits such
Goal 2 profi . u
. . as Clean Cities # of
(Transportation Regional e .. .
2 o Coalition to share participants, Semi-annual Kern COG
Infrastructure Coordination .
. lessons learned, # meetings
Readiness) .
best practices,
and track metrics
Continue updating
region specific Post the
Goal 3 (EV/EVCS _ gion spec .
Awareness & Blueprint public reporting to report with Everv 6
3 Tracking & track and report the COG y Kern COG
Increased ; . months
. Reporting on Blueprint agenda on the
Adoption)
progress and web
share metrics
Continue the
successful efforts Program
Goal 3 (EV/EVCS ) CBOs, Kern
to provide development, )
Awareness & Workforce . Community
4 . EV/EVCS training partners, # of Annual
Increased Training . College
. through the Kern trainings & _
Adoption) . ) District
Community trainees
College District
Integrate Integrate
Goal 3 (EV/EVCS grat or
Blueprint into Blueprint into the .
Awareness & . . Blueprint .
5 Regional Regional L Ongoing All
Increased . . citations
Adoption) Transportation Transportation
P Plan Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION AREA OF
STRATEGY GOAL IMPACT ACTION METRIC FREQUENCY LEAD
Work with local
jurisdictions and
stakeholders to
pursue federal
NEVI program and
Funding - Communities in Awarded
6 Goal 4 (EVCS Grants, Charge funding; funds & As All
Affordability) Incentives, CALeVIP 2.0/Fast stations Appropriate
Credits Charge California installed

(DAC priority);
SCE Charge Ready
Program; LCFS
credits; utility
fleet programs
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TABLE 5: NEAR TERM GOALS AND STRATEGIES OF THE UPDATED BLUEPRINT

IMPLEMENTATION AREA OF
STRATEGY GOAL IMPACT ACTION METRIC FREQUENCY LEAD
%
municipalities
ith
Goal 2 Streamlined ) M -
(Transportation ermitting & Review streamlined
7 P P 9 Guidebook from permitting, Ongoing GOBIZ
Infrastructure Local EVCS
. ) GOBIZ?? average
Readiness) ordinance )
permit
processing
time
Term
Install public # DCFCs period,
. continue
. DCFC every 20 installed along )
Goal 2 Regional . . tracking
. miles on I-5, SR- corridors and .
(Transportation eVMT Travel . - with report Kern COG/
8 99, and SR-58, gaps in priority o
Infrastructure coverage aps in priorit areas to Municipalities
Readiness) (DCFC) gaps In priority > TPPC/Kern
areas, high usage charging
COG Board
hotspots hotspots
every 6
months
Partner with non-
. profit such as the
Regional .
Goal 3 (EV/EVCS Clean Cities # of
EVCS expert L :
Awareness & Coalition to apply  consultations,
9 & Tech. Annual Kern COG
Increased adviso for grants to # of EVCS
Adoption) o rarn: develop regional installed
prog EV expert & Tech.
advisory program
Partner with a
non-profit to
apply for grants
Goal 3 (EV/EVCS EV/EVCS to create an # of outreach Term
Awareness & . awareness participants, period,
10 marketing ) Kern COG
Increased campaian campaign to % DAC annual
Adoption) palg educate participants tracking
consumers,
residents,
travelers

19 https://business.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/GoBIZ-EVCharging-Guidebook.pdf
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TABLE 6: MID TERM GOALS AND STRATEGIES OF THE UPDATED BLUEPRINT

IMPLEMENTATION AREA OF
STRATEGY GOAL IMPACT ACTION METRIC FREQUENCY LEAD
Develop incentive
programs (e.g.,
reduced permit .
GHG cost and # paired
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energy pair onsite mix (Ibs.)
renewable energy '
generation with
EVCS
# of ZEBs in
Goal 1 (GHG Support transit transit
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12 Goal 2 public Support depot public Annual agencies,
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Infrastructure infrastructure depot
Readiness) development chargers
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Install public DCFC
at fast casual
Goal 2 High- dining cll'Jsters,
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Readiness) updates with 15-60 minute
P typical dwell times
(trail heads, parks,
etc.)
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EV/EVCS second Regional outreach Term
Goal 4 (EVCS marketing EV/EVCS L. period,
14 . ) participants, Kern COG
Affordability) campaign awareness and % DAC annual
#2 marketing 0_ . tracking
. participants
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14 (EV i leti
15 Goal 4 ( : _CS EVCS cost business cases, completion Annual Kern COG
Affordability) rofile models, costs, and &
P ROI for EVCS. distribution

Share findings with
stakeholders
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TABLE 7: LONG TERM GOALS AND STRATEGIES OF THE UPDATED BLUEPRINT

IMPLEMENTATION AREA OF

STRATEGY ACTION METRIC FREQUENCY LEAD
GOAL IMPACT Q
Plan for the
Goal 2 Autonomous
. . emergence of # AVs, # of

(Transportation vehicles & . . As
16 . . AV & inductive . All

Infrastructure inductive . - appropriate

. ] inductive chargers
Readiness) charging )
charging

TEMPORAL DYNAMICS AND EXPONENTIAL GROWTH CONSIDERATIONS

The preceding analysis of ZEV adoption tipping points and exponential growth dynamics carries
direct implications for EVCS investment planning. California has crossed multiple critical

adoption thresholds, placing the market in the rapid acceleration phase of the S-curve

where adoption rates increase exponentially rather than linearly. Economic theory and empirical
evidence from early adopting markets demonstrate that once the 5-25% market share range is
achieved, adoption can surge from 25% to majority penetration within 4-6 years. Kern County's Q3
2025 PEV market share of 14.2%, and full-year 2025 share of 13.3%, positions the county within
this critical acceleration zone.

This exponential trajectory necessitates equally aggressive infrastructure deployment timelines.
Linear infrastructure investment is unlikely to keep pace with exponential demand growth. Meeting
AB 2127 targets for 2030 and 2035 will require investment curves that mirror anticipated adoption
curves, with EVCS deployment accelerating proportionally to market growth. Performance Metric 2a
which involves tracking charging station deployment by charger type, enables monitoring whether
deployment rates align with adoption acceleration.

Paradoxically, the same exponential dynamics creating EVCS deployment urgency also provide
mechanisms to harness rapid market growth to accelerate infrastructure investment. As EVCS
utilization increases with growing PEV populations, the business case for private charging
infrastructure investment strengthens substantially. The market-based incentive framework
outlined in Goal 4 which rewards high-utilization deployments through expedited permitting and fee
waivers, creates feedback loops where successful infrastructure investments attract additional
investment, while growing PEV density increases utilization of existing infrastructure, justifying
expansion.

Technology learning curves operating across the charging infrastructure ecosystem, including EVCS
manufacturing, installation practices, utility interconnection processes, and operational
optimization, should reduce deployment costs and timelines as cumulative installations increase.
This dynamic is captured in Performance Metric 4d, tracking average EVCS project costs over time.
Research on learning curves suggests that aggressive early investment, while requiring higher
initial effort and cost, becomes progressively more efficient as the industry scales and learning
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effects compound, potentially reducing per-port costs by 10-35% per doubling of cumulative
installations.?°

Aggressive action from 2026-2028 will ensure infrastructure keeps pace with surging demand and
prevents supply-side bottlenecks.

20 https://www.carbonequity.com/blog/exploring-the-exponential-nature-of-climate-tech-adoption
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This Blueprint Update demonstrates that Kern County has achieved a critical inflection point in
transportation electrification. Since the 2019 Blueprint, the county has made substantial progress—
100% of Scenario A targets and 83% of Scenario B targets have been achieved by 2025. More
significantly, PEV market share reached 14.2% in Q3 2025 and 13.3% for the year to date,
positioning Kern County squarely within the adoption tipping point range where economic theory
and empirical evidence indicate exponential rather than linear growth dynamics will prevail.

This Blueprint Update establishes revised infrastructure deployment targets reflecting both
achieved progress and accelerated adoption trajectories. Updated Scenario A calls for deployment
of 4,426 charging spaces by 2035, while Updated Scenario B calls for 12,745 charging spaces by
2035 to meet AB 2127 statutory targets. These targets align with the California Air Resources
Board's 2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon Neutrality and the Advanced Clean Cars II
regulation mandating 100% zero-emission vehicle sales by 2035.

The strategic framework presented in this Blueprint addresses infrastructure deployment across
multiple critical dimensions:

« Geographic Coverage: Community feedback identified charging deserts in Lamont/Arvin,
Delano, Kern River Valley, and portions of east Bakersfield and demonstrated strong stakeholder
support for targeted infrastructure investment. Other charging deserts identified with mapping
analysis include the communities of Rosamond, Stallion Springs, Pine Mountain Club, Maricopa,
Glennville, Cantil, Randsburg, Weldon, Frazier Park and Fellows. Ensuring all communities have
access to charging infrastructure within 2 miles addresses both range anxiety and environmental
justice imperatives, with disadvantaged communities disproportionately represented among
underserved areas.

o Infrastructure Type Prioritization: Three priority investment profiles target the deployment
gaps most critical to supporting adoption acceleration: Workplace and Community Level 2
charging, Community DC Fast Charging, and Multi-Unit Dwelling resident access through public
infrastructure. Notably, certain infrastructure categories have already achieved 2035 targets (I-
5 corridor DCFC, new construction MUD charging via CALGreen requirements), enabling
strategic reorientation toward remaining gaps.

« Market-Responsive Investment: The performance-based incentive framework recommended
in Implementation Goal 4 harnesses exponential adoption dynamics by rewarding high-
utilization deployments through expedited permitting, fee waivers, and priority grant access.
This market-responsive approach creates reinforcing feedback loops where successful
infrastructure attracts additional private investment while growing PEV density increases
utilization of existing infrastructure.

« Implementation Framework: The updated Goals and Strategies framework, organized across
ongoing, near-term, mid-term, and long-term timelines, provides clear guidance for systematic
progress. Four core implementation goals (GHG Emissions Reduction, Transportation
Infrastructure Readiness, EV/EVCS Awareness & Increased Adoption, and EVCS Affordability)
address the multifaceted requirements for supporting rapid market transition. Comprehensive
performance metrics enable tracking progress against targets and adapting strategies based on
demonstrated outcomes.
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The critical insight emerging from this Blueprint Update is that the fundamental question
has shifted from whether Kern County will transition to electrified transportation to how
rapidly this transition will occur and whether infrastructure deployment will enable or
constrain adoption.

Economic theory on technology tipping points, validated by empirical evidence from 31+ countries
crossing the 5% EV adoption threshold, demonstrates that once critical mass is achieved, adoption
accelerates through self-reinforcing mechanisms including learning curves (10-35% cost reduction
per production doubling), economies of scale, network effects, peer influence, and infrastructure
co-evolution.

Kern County's position crossing the 10-15% adoption threshold documented in Rogers' Diffusion of
Innovations theory, and exceeding the 5% Bloomberg tipping point, indicates that multiple
reinforcing feedback loops are now active. The convergence of declining vehicle costs approaching
price parity, expanding model availability across all vehicle segments, improving charging
infrastructure, and strengthening social normalization creates conditions where adoption can surge
from current levels to majority penetration within 4-6 years, consistent with trajectories observed
in early-adopting markets.

Meeting AB 2127's 12,745 charging space target by 2035 therefore represents not just an
aspirational stretch goal but a necessary EVCS baseline to avoid supply constraints that could
impede the market transformation already underway. Linear infrastructure investment is unlikely to
keep pace with exponential demand growth. EVCS deployment should accelerate proportionally to
anticipated adoption curves, with investment intensity increasing over the near-term (2026-2028)
and mid-term (2029-2032) periods as the county transitions through the Early Majority adoption
phase.

Kern COG and regional stakeholders should invest sustained attention and resources into the
actions identified in the Implementation Goals and Strategies framework. The regional EVCS
collaborative (Strategy 2) provides a mechanism for ongoing coordination, knowledge sharing, and
collective progress tracking. Annual evaluation of progress against Scenario A and Scenario B
targets enables adaptive management, with flexibility to accelerate investment in high-performing
categories or redirect resources toward lagging deployment types.

The opportunity before Kern County is substantial: strategic infrastructure investment positions the
region to capture the economic, environmental, and social benefits of transportation electrification
while ensuring equitable access across diverse communities. Aggressive pursuit of federal funding
(NEVI program, Communities in Charge), state incentives (CALeVIP 2.0, utility programs), and
innovative financing mechanisms (LCFS credits, performance-based incentives), as well as public-
private partnerships with established charging companies, can significantly reduce net public
investment requirements while accelerating deployment timelines.

The 2019 Blueprint established the foundation. This Blueprint Update documents remarkable
progress and charts the path forward through a period of exponential market growth. With
comprehensive analysis, data-driven targets, community-validated priorities, and an actionable
implementation framework, Kern County is well-positioned to accelerate its transition to
sustainable, equitable, and economically beneficial transportation electrification over the next
decade.
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